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The SPEAKER iook the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers,

ELECTION FOR ALBANY.
As to return of TWrit,

Mr. BATH (Brown Hill}: Before the
business is proceeded with I should like
to ask the Premier whether he can give
us any reason for the delay in the return
of the writ for Albany.

The PREMIER: I am not aware that
the writ is not returned, but I ean pro-
mise (he member to make full inquiries.

Mr. SPEAKER: The writ is not to
hand vet. The date fixed for the return
of the writ iz Saturday next.

QUESTION — DRAINAGE WORKS,
FREMANXTLE.

Mr. ANGWIN asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Is the Minister aware that the
men that were employed on drainage
works at Fremantle have ceased work ow-
ing 10 the eontractors, Messrs. Shierlaw
& White, not fulfilling the conditions of
eontract, by paying the ruling rafe of
wages? 2, Will the Minister cause in-
yuirtes (v be made and have the eondi-
tions of contract enforeed? 3, Will the
Minister eause an inspection to be made
and  ascertain whether the underpround
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deains are propevly ventilated Lo ensure
safety and the health of the men employed
on such drainage works?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, T am aware thal some men have
veased work on  Messrs. Shierlaw &
White’s contraet, but understand the dis-
pute is as to whether erib time shall be
included or exeluded from the week’s
work of 47 hours. 2, The cowditions of
contraet are in no way vielated, as the
ruling rate of wages is heing paid. 3.
Yes,

QUESTION — STATE HOTEL
GWALIA, ADDITIONS.

My, GOURLEY asked the Minister for
Mines: Tn view of the large profit de-
rived from the sale of liquor at the State
hotel at Gwalia. and in view of the fael
that the proposed improvements to the
hotel do not meet with the wishes of the
residents, will the Minister consider it
advisable to appoint a responsible officer
to eonfer with a committee appointed by
the residents of the distriet as to improve-
ments to the lintel most suited to meet
the requirements of the vesidents of the
distriet?

The MINISTER TOR MINES

re-
plied: In view of the large amount
heing expended this year in improve-

ments it is not proposed (o ineor further
expenditure, bul the (Government would
only be tou pleased 1o receive suggestions
from any respongible local bedy dealing
with future improvements,

QUESTION — WATER SUPPLIES.
MEEKATHARRA AND NANXN-
NINE.

Mr. HOLMAN asked the Minister for
Mines: 1. The total capital cost (in de-
{ail} of the Meekatharra (Garden Gully)
water scheme. 2, The {otal eapital eost
{(in defail} of the Nannine water scheme.

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: Meekatharra Water Supply— Cost
of (completed 1906) :—No, 1 well, pump
station, rising main serviee tanks (3fh-
000 pals.), main to Siate Batlery, tewm-
porary main te town. €824, Ndditicnz
1906 to 1909: Service tanks (additions
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10}, €269: No. 2 well, pump, engine, and
pipe Hne 1o Neo 1, £818;  main (o Mar-
nenl and adjacent mines, £940; reticu-
Iafion of town (part), £641; No. 3 well,
mmp, engine. and  pipe line No. 1,
£1.567; retienlation—extensions in hand,
22ud  September. 1909. £243,  Capital
cost, £14307.  Surveys and boring to
lueate water and test water-heaving arens,
£500—not ineluded in above.

Nannine Water Supplv—eost of:—
Well, €320 windmill, £90: main (3in.),
£1,360: service tank and stand. £78.
Capita) cost, £1,848,

QUESTION — STATE RATTERY,
MESSENGERS PATCH.

Mr., SWAXN asked the Minisier for
Mines: 1. What was the eost of Lhe gas
producer plant for Messengers Patch
Government battery? 2. What was the
cost in Perth of Government battery and
tittings for the same place?

The MINISTER TFOR MINES re-
phied: 1, €308, faurn Geraldion. 2,
£364 1s. 6d.

QUESTION — MINING AND FOR-
EIGN LABOCUR, LANCEFIELD.
Mr, TAYLOR asked the Alnister for

Mines: In view of the remarks of Mr.
Justiee Burnside at the Criminal Court
at Kalgourlie lasi week. as reporied in
the Kalgoorlie Miner of the 20th Sep-
Tember, during the Linefull murder ease,
when he commented upon the number of
Tinlian witnesses unable to speak Fine-
lish, will the Minister cause inquiry to
he made as to the number of foreigners
ceniployed underground at the Tancefield
auld mine who eannot conform to the
famruage test,

The MINXISTER FOR MIXTES re-
plied: T have instructed that the Tnspector
=hall report if there are any miners em-
ploved underground in this mine who
cannot readilv speak English, and also io
wive special attention to Section 42 of
**Fhe Mines Regulation Act.”

BILLS (3), THIRD READING.
1. Ahattoirs, transmitted to the Leyis-
Jative (ouneil.
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2, Opium Smoking Prohibition, frons-
tiilled to the Legislative Council.

3. Redemption of Annuities, teans-
mitted io the Legislative Couneil

BILL — FREMANTLE  MUXNICIPAL

TRAMWAYS  AND  ELECTRIC
LIGHTING AMENDMENT.

Order of the Day finr thivd
read.
Mr, FOULKES {(Clavemoni}: [ ey fo
move—
That consideration of his Order be
postponed.

reading

Point of Order.

My, Hudson: On a point of order T
desive to draw My, Speaker’s altention to
the faet that this Bill s an amendment
of a privale Aet and the Jomt Standing
Orders relating to private Bills state—

“In all eazes where application is in-
teuded to he made for leave to bring
in a private Bill, notice shall be given

11 the Western Auslvalian rovernment

(lazetle, siating (he ohjects of sueh in-

tending application, aud the time at

which copies of the Bill will be depos-
ited in the office of the Clerk; and if
it be intended to apply for powers for
the eompulsory purchase of lands or
houses, or for extending the time
aranted by any Tormer Acet for that
purpose, or to amalgamate with any
ather coinpany. or ta sell or lease the
wndertaking, or te purchase or to take
on lease the undertaking of any other
company, or to amend or repeul any
former Aet or Aets, or to levy any
lolls, rates, or duties, or to alter any
existing tolls, rafes, v duties, or to con-
fer, vary, or extingnish any exemptions
from payment of tolls, rates, or duties,
or to eonfer, varv, or extingnish any
other rights or privileges, the notices
shall specify such intentivn: and the
whole of the notice relating to the same

Rill shall be included in the same ad-

vertisemeni, which shall be headed by

a short title deseriptive of the under-

taking or Bill.”

It will be ohserved that mention is there
made of the aniendment or repeal of “any
former Act.” There is no need to go
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into  the question of what private
Acts are in  this instanece, as the
principal  Aet is itself a private one.

May defines a private Bill as follows:—
“Bills for the particular interest or
henelit of any person or persons, are
trealed, in Parliament, as private Bills.
Whether they be for the interest of
an individual, of a public eompany or
corporation, ur of a parish. eity, county,
or other loeality, they are equally dis-
tinguished from measures of publie
poliey; and this distinetion is marked,
in the very mauner of their introdue-
tion.  Bvery private Bill is solicited by
the parties themselves who are inter-
ested in promoting il, being founded
upon a petition whieh must be duly de-
pogited in  aceordance with Standing

Order.”

The preliminavies i connertion with the
Bill hefore us have nol heen eomplied
with as fhey should hove heen, aud the
measure is therefore, out of ovder.

Mr. Foulkes : A few minutes ago
the wwember for Norseman (Mr. Hudson)
informed me thal he would raise an ob-
jection to the Bill, and I agreed with him
lo postpone consideration of the third
reading until  Tuesday next, so that T
conld have an opportunity of looking into
the matter. He gave me to understand
he had no objeetion to that procedure be-
ing adopted. Ahoui three years ago the
original Bill was introduced. so T am in-
formed, as a private Bill. Lust year the
frovernment introduced o Bill, whieh T
have in my hand, and which was {reated
as a pablie Bill alihongh it amended the
ariginal private Rill to which I have re-
ferred. This year the Crown Law De-
partment prepared annther awending Bill
to which exception is now heing taken.
T have not had the opportunity of looking
imto the authorities as to the proper pro-
cedure in introducing this Bill, and that
iz Ihe renson why I have moved that the
order be postponed. T hope the member
will noi seek ta hiave a decision given at
this stage. There has been no uttempt
on my part to rush the Bill through, and
I should li%e tn eonsider the position.

Mr. Walker: Tt is net within our pro-
vinee o postpone the eonsideration of the
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Order. Ounce i has been decided that a
Rill is a private one—of that there can
be no doubt in the present case—the posi-
tion is elear. Al precedents show thal,
as soon as the Speaker has intimated thai
a Bill is a private one, the mover has
always of his own volition withdrawn the
measure. No further intimation ought to
be required, and the member is saved the
trouble of having a rnling from the
Speaker. That being so I would submit
that this is the proper course for the hon.
member to take now. May lays down
very clearly the characteristies of a pri-
vate Bill affecling private intevests either
of an individual or a eorporation.
When irregularities are pointed out the
preper forms should at once be adopted,
more espeeially in a Bill of this character,
for the reason that it gives a munieipality
power whieh alfects other corporalions.
The abject of making private measures
ey through certain forms and be adver-
tised in the Government Gazetle is to
imferm others who are interested, as to
what i5 proceeding, and to give them an
opportunity of pelitioning  the House.
The Bill might have passed through the
House withoul anybody having such op-
portunity. Tt would be a graceful aet
on the part of the han, member to with-
draw and re-infroduce his measure ac-
enrding (o proper forms.

Mr. Foulkes: 1t is not my intention to
withdraw the Bill, for T myself have not
had an opportunity of looking into the
matter, [ will again ask that the order
be posiponed.  There are many points
one might feel disposed {o raise. One
15 as tn whether the point taken by the
member for Kanowna (Mr. Walker) has
not been raised at too late a stage. The
time to make objections is the time
when leave is asked to introduce the Bill
in the Grst instance. However I have
no desire te raise that point.  What I
desire is that the matter may be permitted
to stand over. [ am quite prepared to
listen with all due respeet to whal the
member for Kanowna has said, and if
that hon. member does not see his way
elear to agreeing that the Order of the
Day might stand over until Tuesday
next, at least he might agree to allow it to
stand over until to-morrow.
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Mre. Walker: Tt is i the hands of the
Speaker.

The Premier: In view of the taci that
the Speaker has not yet given a ruling
an the point surely it would be reasonable
to allow the Order of the Day to be pust-
poned. At the same time it has to be ad-
mitied that no  opportnnily has been

riven for objecting to the Bill. As a
matter ot fact it was thought that a

eertain privaie measure might he intro-
duced by a eertain hon. member only last
week, but as the reselt of eonsulting the
Crown Law authorities and the officers
of ihe House that measure has not been
proceeded with. T am of opinion thai
this matter mizht reasonably be posi-
ponued.

Mr. Speaker: [ will be pleased if 1he
Housge do not ask for any decision on the
point just now. If hon, members will be
good enough {u leave it over T will he pre-
pared to give a deeision to-morrow. In
the meantime it is for the House to say
whethier the matter might not be post-
poned until  to-morrow. 1 would ask
hon. members to be kind enough to
give me a little notice of such questions
im order that [ might he aRorded an
opportunity of leoking up anthorities
more capable of expressing 2 definite
opinton on sach points.  Possibly the
hon. member wonld be satisfied if the
matter were postponed until to-morrow,

Mr. Foulkes: By leave, I will amemd
the motion (o vead: “That the order of
the Day be postponed until to-morrow.”

Leave granted: Question put and
passed.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
(1.) Land Aet Special Lease Bil
{introduced by the Minister for Works).
{2.) Administralion Aet Amendment
Bill (introduced by the Premier).

BIT.L —~ DECLARATIONS
AFFIDAVITS.
First Reading.
Introduced by Mr. Hudson and read
a first time.
Mr. HCDSON (Dundas) moved—

That the Bill be printed.

AND
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The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore):
[t was not his intention in offer any ob-
Jection at all 10 the Bill, buf he thought
it was only courtesy that in a matter of
this kind the Leader of the House should
he approached. As a matter of fact
there was already «an the stoeks a Bill
of a similar nalure. When the Govern-
ment were about to introduce a measare
it was only reasunable that they shonld
he notified of any intenfion on the part
of an hon. member to move in the same
direction.  Such aetion would resolt in
the saving of extra expense in printing
and in other ways

Mr. HUDSON: When giving notice
of this Bill he had taken ihe Bill to the
Crown TLaw authorities and left it with
the Crown Solicitor. Some little time
later he had asked the Crown Solicitor if
he had considered the Rill, when the
Crown Solicitor told him that he (Mr.
Hudson) weuld have to eommunicate
with the Government hefore atlention
could be wiven lo il. The Government
had already had notice, and if the Pre-
mier bad reason to complain of want of
courlesy he could have approached him
(Mr. Hudson) ountside. Had the 1’re-
mier said that he was about to bhring in
a similar Bill he (Mr. Hudson) would
have been very pleased to drop his.

Question pui and passed.

MOTION — RAILWAY PROJECT,
LEONORA-LAWLERS.
Mr. GOURLEY (Leonova) moved—
That in the opinien of this House
the present railway line should be ex-
tended to Lawlers from Leonora at the
carliest possible date.

He =aid: LIb bringing a notion of this
kind hefore the House for consideration,
a motion which if earried will involve the
expenditure of a large sum of money, 1
may say that [ believe it to be in Lhe
vary best interests of the mining industry
and of the State generally that this line
should be constructed. T am pleased to
know that the e¢laits of the Tawlers peo-
ple for a wvailway have recently been
more fully recognised. In 1104 a depu-
tation of (he Lawlers people waited on
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the Premier who then promised ihat if
the data plaeed ai his dizposal proved to
Le correct this tine woulil receive the first

vonsideration among the railway pro-
posals.  Again in 1904 ihe Minister for

Mines when visiting Lawlers promised that
hie would bring this matier before Cabinel;
but ap to the present time nothing has
heen done in this respeet. However since
this matter has been hrought prominently
into notiee T am plensed to see that the
line is at last to have considervation.
The Premier in his speech at Bunbury
said—

“The lark of fuel added to the high
cast of transponl very largely discounts
the strenwous efforts that have been ex-
eried for many vears in the Tawlers
distriel  in eonnection with our gold
mining industry, and notwithstanding
that the eeonomical managemeni of the
principal mine in this= distriet has es-
tablished & rveeord for clieap treatment
it iy beeoming more amd more evident
that the time has arrived when the ex-
tensivu of ratlway facilities to ihis dis-
trict must recelve the earnest consider-
atten ot the Govermuent and Parlia-
ment.”

I biinging the question before the House
I ask thai il should get reasonable con-
sideration because it affeets the well heing
of the Lawiers disiriet.  And in speaking
of Lawlers il will be necessary to refer
to Wiluna. In a reeent report the State
Mining Engineer refers emphatically to
the prospeets of mining in and around
Wiluna: in fact in advoeating the con-
struetion of the Lawlers railway 1 might
wo so far as to say that it will be in the
best interests of the State if this line bhe
carried through to Wiluna. T am pleased
o know that the Coolgardie-Norseman
line is an aceomplished faet, and bas been
constracterd am] will shortly be taken nver
hy the Government.  In this respect I may
congraiudate the Premier on his poliey of
State railway exteusion, for in my opin-
ion it will be to the mestimable benefit of
the eonntry in regard not only to the
apening up of ifts agrienltural resonrees
bt alse the opening up  and  further
development of  its  wineral  resourees.
Now. if the construciiem of the railway to
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Norseman was justified, and I believe it
war. then 1 say the construetion of the
line to Tawlers is still further justified;
and 1 will endeavonr to give to the House
some fizures whieh will hear oul lhis con-
tention. Take the wold outpul for Norse-
man in 1908, The quantity of ore crushed
was 4110210 tons for a  yield of
27.018.28 fine ounces; while for the same
vear the total quantity of are erushed i
the Lawlers distriet was 22983353 tons
far a vield of 72,109.75 fiue ounces. So
that we tind here five times as mueh ore
crushed at lawlers as at Norseman. and
over lwice as mueh wold yielled. Take

the number of leases at Norseman in
1908, There were 78 lenses aggregating
1L03% aeres. while in the same year
there  were at Tawlers 137 leases
with  an aggregate of 2,085  aeres.

Tt will be uecessary for we to refer at
some length 10 the State Mining Engi-
neer’s report in regard to ndning in the
Lawlers distriet; and as 1 pointed out
before, it may nol be out of place if T
refer at some length to Wiluna, beeause
thal mining centre is also in the Lawlers
digfriet.  We have heard a great deal
frewm the Press of Geraldton and from
the Northern Development League in re-
zard to the ronte this railway should take.
I ant not going to say anvthing agamst
the Sandstone route; I am not acquainted
with that district: but knowing the Law-
Ters distriet as I do, and knowing that the
couniry from Leonora to Lawlers is auri-
ferons, T nmst naturally advoeate that the
line should start from Leonora. The
I"ress of Geraldton and the Northern De-
velopment League have taken up a most
peculiar attitude on the subject. When
it was decided fhat the Lawlers people
shauld enfer into negotiatiens for the con-
stroction of this railway, the Geraldton
Press and the Northern Development
Teague were up in arms against the pro-
posal thal the railway should start from
Leonora. and tried to say thal the country
between Leonora and Lawlers was not
wold-bearing; they tried to say thai it was
harren country. Wow. T do nut want to
disparage the people of Geraldton or the
Nariliern Development League with regard
to the constrnetion of the line from Sand-
stone, but T am not ene of those who say
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that we have in Western Australia such
a lot of harren country as people would
make out. T believe that throughont the
whole of this vast State we have some
splendid auriferous country, and I helieve
the only way it ean he opened up is by ex-
tending the iron horse. T hope the exten-
o of this railway will receive serious
consideration. Tt is a matter that has been
hrought before the Government for many
vears, and [ now hope that the Govern-
ment will aive the project earnesi con-
sideration. The matter contained in the
report of the Siate Mining Engineer is
most interesting, He shows that auri-
terous country exists from TLeonora to
Lawlers, and T trust tbat members will
uat be wearvied hy my references to this
report, hecanse they are necessary. The
State Mining Engineer says—

“The weographical distribuiion of the
granifie and diorifie areas is of import-
ance for the veason that throughout the
Stiate it is the latfer which are the home
of the auriferous lodes, the granit:
couniry rarvely having been found gold-
hearing, except where close to green-
stone or where it is intruded in small
patehes  through wgreenstone country.
A wap showing the greenstone areas
theretore also shows at a glance the wmost
probable auriferous  country, a con-
sideration which has consequently to be
horne in mind when dealing with routes
of railways projected to serve the
mineral districts. In the present in-
stanee it may be seen that an extension
of the Fastern Railway northwards to
Wifuna from Leonora or Maleolm via
Diorite King. Mount Clifford, Lawlers,
and Mount Sir Samuel. would be most
+f the way throngh greenstone eonntry.
favourahle For gold diseoveries, and
would pass through or near all the most
proved ceutres of gold production, ex-
vept Lake Darlot and New England.”

He gres on to vefer to the rival projected
line, and he savs the rival projected line
wonld  maostly he throngh nnfaveurable
-eranite country exeept for a narrow beli
at Gum Creek. and would be of no serviee

tor the lung belt between Wiluna and Leo-

nora, in which railway communication is
Trecoming more and more necessary as time
woes on.  The Geraldton people and the
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Northern Development League have tried
to show that the country on the Leoncra
side is not gold-bearing. but here we find
in the State Mining Engineor’s report
that we have auriferons country the whole
of (he way from Leonova to Lawlers, and
that on the Sandstone route we have prac-
trieally 75 nules throngh which the line
would travel through practically barren
conufry, Now fet me deal with ithe Wiluna
district. 1 hope the House is a8 interested
in our mining propositions as in our agri-
enitural vesources, Tt will he necessary to
quote briefly the records of some of the
mines in the Wiluna Qistriet. T under-
stand that some tune ago the Minister for
Mines made a tour of the district and
spoke very favourably and highly of the
proposition: at Wiluna, and also of
those ap Kathleen Vallex. He knows
the district thoroughly and so does the
Premier, and I will refer briefly to the
different propositions in these distriets for
the informatien of members who are per-
haps not so well acquainted with the
centres as the Premier and the Minister
for Mines ave. Al the Gwalia Consoli-
dated, one of the largest mines, ihere are
17 leases.  The reefs have been opened
up for a length of over 1,100 feet, and
thoge Erom the south main shaft for about
650 feet. The State Mining Engineer
gays—

“The Gwalia Consolidated lode is of
wreat width, being 30 to 100ft. wide,
and the ore bodies are now known to
have a total length of at least 1,750,
To the 31st October, 1908, the official
record of production of this company’s
leases was 139,022.32 tons crushed, the
great majority of which was from this
lode, for a rveturn of 54.977.14 ozs, of
fine gold, and the manager’s estimaie
of ore reserves ahout the same time
ahove the 100ft. level was given to me
as ahout 100,000 tons of assay value
3Gz, per fon”

The State Mining Engincer
say— )
“Present prospects seemn to me io he
very gond, and if the body of ore is
found to continne downwards of pay-
able grade, the wine must beconie
one of the largest in the State”

o0es on {o



Then after referring to the different
plants erected in that centre at a cost of
£160,000 he poes on to say—

“The Gwalia Cousolidated, Moon-
light, and Bullelin lodes have now heen
proved to carry large quantities of
payable ore, sufficient of themselves to
make Wiluna a mining eentre of much
importanee for many years to eome,
and there seems much probability that
other similar payable sofi lodes will
yet he found among the great number
of more ov less aunriferous sehists nnd
‘formations’ which weenwr in the dis-
triet.”

In regard (o the gold produclion of
Wiluna, we find that af the State hattery
no less than 20,11334 tons bave heen
crushed for a yield of 14,982 ozs., while
the gold production of Wiluna lhas been
232,591.22 tons for a yield of 107,944.63
ox5.; so that we see that in the Wiluna
district we have a distriel of greal im-
portance, and one Lo which the State
Mining Engineer advocales railway ex-
tension; and I find that throughont the
whole of his report the State Mining [in-
gineer anly refers to one route, and that
is the ronte from Leonora to lLawlers.
IL would not be to the benefit of the
State Mining Engineer, a man of great
experience, with a thorough and practical

koowledge of mining. o advoeate any
one partienlar ronfe, but knowing the

distriet as he knows if, and having fra-
velled uver the Bandstone roule as well,
it is only najural fhai he would advorate
the best woute for the railway, and
throughout his report he advoeates only
one route, and that is the route from

Leonora. T ask ihe House to take the
State Mining  Engineer’s report. No
doubt the wmember for Geraldton (Mr,

Carsan) will tell us the Sandstone route
is the hest ronte, and no doubt we will
have members for Murchison on either
side of the Housge telling us that the line
must be coustrnered from Sandstone—-—
Mr. Heitmann: Whao said so?
.Mr. GOURLEY: I am only drawing
wy eonclnsgious from what T have heard.
Fluwever, 1 ask the House 1o give favonr-
able consideration (o the mafter. Tt is
one that affeet= the welfare of the mining
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industry in the Lawlers and Wiluna dis-
triets, Now in regard to the Sir Samuel
district, 34 miles from Lawlers, a dis-
trict of promise and where the Minister
for Mines has decided to establish a State
hattery. 1 desire fo congratulate the
Minister in giving to the prospeclors of
the districl the assistanee of a five-head
mili, and T trust the Minister will bring
about the erection of the mill as speedily
as possible. T believe that in five months
it will he an accomplished faet, hut on
hehalf of the prospectors I wounld ask
the Minister to ereet the mill us speedily
us possible, hecause there is a Inrge ton-
uage of ore wajting to be crushed, and
it will he to the inlerests of the State and
flie people of the distriet that the stone
shonld be crushed as speedily as possible.
The Nil Desperandum mine at Mount Sir
Sammel has erushed 21,756.50 tons for a
vield of 99824 ozs. The recorded ont-
put of the Yellow Aster to the 21st Oc-
toher, 1908, is 41,747.75 tons for 28.655.86
ozs.  The State Mining Engineer in hiz
report refers to a large number of mines.
t have quoted one or two fto show the
enormons  possibilities of the district.
There are mines in the distriet produeing
a lavge quaniity of gold. They arve far
away from ihe head of the railway, and
are practically, on aceount of the greal
cost of mining and fuoel, just existing.
Tt will be scen From the veport of the
State Mining Engineer that these mines.
noiwithstanding, have produced a gren
gquantidy of gold, so that on this report
[ lake it the distriet warrants the con-
senetton of a railway, T have heard the
Minister speak favourably in regard to
ihe prospects of eopper at Kathleen Val-
lev. The State Mining FEngineer also
refers lo the eopper there; but it is im-
possible to work the leases at the present
time for wani of railway eommunication.
The Siate Mining Fngineer in his report
SAVE—

“Ag shown by the descriptions very
litfle has heen done to test the lodes for
copper though some of them ave fairly
promising prospeels.  There i8 a good
deal of doubt as to whether there is any
chance of working them profitably un-
der lhe present conditioms. and pros-



[‘)-)

peciing is nalurally not very energetic
in consequence.  (Carting to Leonora
can be got for £3 a ton by teams look-
ing for back loading.”
Then he goes on to refer to the ore ireated
and the perecentage of copper obiained.

Mr. Angwin: Are they opening up
their mines?

Mr, GOURLEY: 'There is a certain
amounl of prospecting going on, but 1t is
very small on account of the high freight
to Leonora, which is £3 a ton; and this
with the high freight to Fremantle and
the high cost oF sending the ore to Walla-
roo or spmewhere else, is too heavy a cost.
The State Mining Kngineer refers to the
fact {hal if the line were buill nu doubt
Ffurnaces wonld be erecled hecanse of the
ineans of getting a cheaper supply of fuel.
He says—

“The “position would be, greatly im-
proved if a railway weve running from
Leonora to Wilona. Smelting at Fre-
mantle would alse improve the pros-
peets a goad deal, but not enough to
enable the mines to be profitably
worked at their present apparent
grade of ore. Loeal smelting affords
really the only hope for permanent
sieecess, but  uniil  there is  vail-
way eominunication this also *gives
little promise an account of ihe want
of good fuel,  Reverberatory smeli-
ing with use of the local mulga firewood
as fuel would be the ouly chance, aund
the supplies of good firewood in the im-
‘mediate neighbourhood would socon be
exhausted.”

So at the present lime there would be no
chanee of making these mines pay without
ihe establishment of local smelters, and in
addition to that there must also be rail-
way communication. Tn this respect no
doubi the Minmisier for Mines will be ahle
to give very valuable information. At the
Tiellevue mine there are 13 leases employ-
ing a large number of men, and the State
Mining Enwineer referring in this mine
Riys—

“This mine has been worked on a
large seale fur many years and has been
a noticeable produeer of zold. 219,049
tons erushed to 31st October. 1908, hav-
ing vielded 113.211.85 ouneces of fine
wold.”
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He then
whicl is 15 feef wide.

gocs on to refer to the leds,
He says—

“Lately a new parallel lode has heen
found on surface about 140 feel west
uf the main ghaft and bas bees sunk
upon. At the time of my visit it was
vielding some very good ore from an
are body five 1o 10 feet wide between
ils walls”

So it will be seen Lthroughout the whole
of the vepori of the Stale Mining Engi-
neerr that there are mines of great prom-
inence, that have yielded thousands of

“ounees of gold, and have huge are hodies.

I refer to o statement made qnile recently
in regard to the Wiluna mines. TL is the
inteniion of some of the eompanies to con-
siderably increase the nomber of stamps
thex have. The ore hodies there wvary
frow 50 feet to 100 feet wide, and it will
be easily vecognised that at Wiluina we
have one of the finest mining propesitions
in Western Australia. I say outside Kal-
zoorlie and Boulder in the Wiluna dis-
trict we have some of the most promising
mines in Western Australia. Referring
fo the scareity of fuel in this disiviet the
State Mining Engineer says—

“Mining {imber and firewood are get-
ting searce in the neighbourhood of the
Bellevue mine, the teams having to go
ant 30 miles east for gum wining tim-
ber. and firewood is being eut out for
about eight miles to the sonth and east.
The Take and sandy eountry yield next
to no timber, but there is wood firewood
about nine miles fo the north-west. To-
the north the woodeutters ave getting to
within three miles of Kathleen Valley,
but ean go a long distance to the north-
east without interfering with any other
mines. Large mining timbers have to
he carted 80 miles, and cost 4s. a lineal
foot: firewood costs 225. Gd. per eord.
Some is obiained by camel carrinze at
225, 6d. per cord. Freights from Leon-
ora are £6 a ton, or by camel £5 5s.7°

It will be seen from the report that the
mine has produced a large amount of
gold and is greatly handicapped by baving
to go B0 miles for mining timber. The
total production of gold from Mount Sir
Samue! is 233,612 tons for 120,663 ounces.
Kathleen Valley, 12 miles distant. crnzhed
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15,515 tons tov 40,509.66 ounces, a total
of 161,000 ounces. This distriet with the
erection of a Stale battery will no doubt
largely inerease its output. Now [ come
to the Lawlers distriet to which I advo-
cate the extenston of the line, and although
ithe report of the State Mining Eungiueer
includes the whole of the Lawlers district,
vet the proposed extension of the line is
to Lawlers proper. At Lawlers there are
many leases working, and there are many
mines that have given great promise. Al
the Vivien, which eontains six leases, we
find that on ihe 3lst October, 1908,
120,620.68 tons of ore had been erushed
for A1,787.89 ounees of fine gold. At
the Waroonga we find there that the lode
has been worked for 2.700 teel and las
heen proved to he from 70 to 80 feet wide,
and sometimes over 100 fect wide while
in depth it has been worked 60 leul
from the surface which is the greatest
depth attained in any parvt of the Stals
with regard to a similar lode. The State
Mining Engineer writes—

“The experience ai the Waroong:
mine has been reassuring as to (he per-
maneney of values in such lodes, as in
its ease they have been impraving in
depth rather than falling off. At (he
time of my visit the faces of quartz
that were being driven upon were of
very promising appearance slrongly ve-
sembliug the quariz in the deeper levels
of some of the best Kalgoorlie wmines.
The assay values of the guartz al that
time were running about 10dwis. of
aald per oy, whieh is considerably over
the average of the ‘formation’ mater-
ial.”

With regard to these northern mines situ-
ated at Tawlers proper we find there has
heen 660,368 tons crushed for 242.650.64
onnees, Not  many  distriets  veturning
snch a laree amount of eold as thar arve
withaut railway communication.  *Look-
ing over the gold production of Lawlers
we find to date that no less than 849,708.08
tons have been ernshed forr 360.812.2]
ounces of oold.  That is vight in the heart
of Tawlers,  Coming from Lawlers (o
Teomora we have various mining districts
Wilzow’s Pateh. Mount Clifford, Diorite
King, and Alluvial Gold. which  have
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turned out a large amount of gold, and
inelnding these districts in the gold pro-
duction of Lawlers we find that ap te
date there has been preduced a total of
760,239.92 ounces of gold of a valne of ~
over three millions stivling. I have as
briefly as possible endeavonred lo show
the great possibilities of the fields right
through from Leohora te Wiluna, and
quoting the State Mining Engineer ngain
with regard to the construetion of the
ling, and in reference to the distriet, he
says—
The Wareonga and the Gwalia Con-
solidated appenr to be now tn a bekter
position {han ever hefore, and several
others are coming ot well whiell seem
to have u fair chance of alinining pre-
mier rank. Tt is ameng the smaller
ventures, however, that the greatest im-
provement secems possible.  In  field
atler field we have seen that there are
a mumber of promising mines worked
in a very small way, and mostly in
slraits for want of working capital
for equipment and development. Sev-
eral of these are winning their wax
throngh their initial difficulties evewr
withont help of eapital, and with a re-
vival in mining investment there would
no doult be many mere taken in hand.
There seem to he very exeellent appor-
tunities throughent the region under
review Tor forwation of small eom-
panies with working eapital of frone
£6.000 to £10.000 to open mines able
to keep a 10-stamp mill running, ans
from whieh n  comparatively small
monthly  profit would pay excellent
dividends on the amomnt of monev
sunk on their equipment. Starting in
a small way, some of these would pro-
bably inerease in importance as they
become more opened up. There are
also o wonderful nuwber of small pro-
specting shows whieh have vielded en-
eouraging small returns, Int which bave
not heen muek opened up, or heen able
to eontinne working for want of crush-
ing. transport, or pumping facilities.
Many of these will no doubt he more
extensively worked as time wgoes on,
md some will no doubt turn out im-
portanl mines. Tt cannot he snpposed
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that anything like the whole nf the reefs
bave yet beer found. There are great
areas whieh have been bat little pro-
spected, and in the lacustrine flats es-
pecially, there musi be great numbers
of reefs concealed under the superficial
cappings of alluvial material. Instead
of dhese [telds being worked out, as
one is ofren told, i is seen that mining
haz in reality not more than made a
heginning.  The whole distriet suffers
heavily from the disabilities imposed
upon it by distance from vaibway com-
muuication, and extension of the rail-
way from Leonora to Wiluna would be
of the greatest possible serviee in en-
abling mining te be carried on under
more favourable eonditions. In all the
more important centres it is becoming
increasingly difficult to obtain supplies
of mining limber and firewood at rea-
sonable enst, and as time goes on this
difficalty will soon he a very serious
one. It would be greatly minimised if
‘the railway were comsitueted. In my
opinion flis is bhe most important min-
ing milway proposition in the State
which bas not yet been authorised by
Parliament, and its construetion at the
earliest date permissible on fnaneial
grounds seems worthy of the most
serious consideration. The line would
pass through Kkely mineral ecountry,
well proved in places, nearly all the
way from Leonora to Wiluna, and
though it would have little hope of
being payable on the amount of traffie
at present existing, there seems much
reagon for thinking that it wonld de-
velop the conniry so much if con-
structed that its traffic would soon in-
erease to the payable point. So far as
the mining prospects of the eountry
to be traversed are concerned. they are
so good that they seem to me to fully
justify eontinuation of fhe policy of
pushing out railway lines inte the gold-
fields in advance of actual develop-
ment. which has bheen so euccessful in
the past in this State”

I am sorry to have had to refer at such
length to the State Mining Encgineer's
report. but in bringing a nuestion like this
before the Honse T take it we desire to

preduce the best authorily possibie and
1 know of no better authorily than the
State Mining Engineer with regard to
the consiruction of this line. He has
iravelled over the whole of the distriet
from Leonora to Wiluna aud frow
Wiluna (o Sandstoue and through that
counfry,

The Premier: He 15 a hefler mithority
than tle Cereldfon Guardian,

Me. GOURLEY : That is so. Althougdh
1 do not wish to say anything disparaging
against the people of Geraldton and sur-
rounding distriets with regard fo the con-
struetion of ihe line from Sandstene, T
say that this House should be guided by
the report of the State Mining Engineer,
with reference to this matter, and I trust
the Government of the day are serious
regarding the construection of the line, and
tirat they will endeavour at the earhest
possible date to have the work earvied out.
It may be argued thal money is some-
what scaree, and that our defiecir is some-
what large, hut personally, I am one of
those who consider that so far as the
opening up of our vast areas, such as we
have in Western Australia, 1s eonecerned,
the Government are juslified in borrow-
ing for that purpose.

Mr. Scaddan: We might constrnet a
line out of the deficit.

Mr. GOURLEY : There will be no need
to refer the question of construetion te
the member for Ivanhoe. I hope the
House will not take any nolice of the
fact that we have a deficit, although it
is a somewhat serious thing; still, T be-
lieve that with the coming prospeets of
a bounfiful harvest, that defieit will soon
disappear.  There is one thin: that I
would urge with regard to the consirue-
tion of the hine from Leonora. and that
iz that the whole of the money derived
should go intn the State treasury. The
Geraldton Chamber of Commerce and the
Northern Development League have com-
piled a table showine the Aifference of
the carriage of mining machinery, min-
erals. ete.. per ton fto he in Favour of
Geraldton: bnt T find that these peaple
have quoted Geraldten as the startinge
noint. and not Fremantle T €ail! to un-
derstand why they should quote (ferald-
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ton when the whole of the goods will
bave to ecowe from Fremantle and travel
sither over the Midland railway or by
vessel to Geraldion. If we analyse the
returns presented by these people we find
that if ihe Governmeni decide to eon-
truet a railway From Sandstone the Mad-
land railway will benefit to the extent of
£14,000 per annum, and £13,000 will go
into ihe pockets of the steamszhip owners,
If the bine were einstrueted from Leon-
ora the whole of the revenne derived from
machinery, freight, passenger fares, eic.,
will go inio the State treasury. I am
prepaved to admdit (hat the freight may
be a litile cheaper in favour of the Sand-
stone route. Y find with recard to the
paszenger freight that from Laverton io
Fremanile via Leonora the firgt-class fare
waould be 1535, 3d.. and via Geraldion
169z, 11d. e have now to consider the
merits of the two rontes, and which of
the two is more likely to develop and
stimulate ihe mining indunstry. If we
take the Sandsione route we find, 19 miles
on the Lawlers side, Maninga Marley,
amd then there is a complete blank for
T3 miles and no trace of auriferous eoun-
try,  How different it is from Leonora
to Lawlers where we have the Tirst
Trump, then the Gold Blocks. State Mill,
Mt, Georwe, Diorite. King of the Hills,
Mt. Stirling, Mi. Clifford, Wilson's Pateh,
and Bannoeekburn whieh provide a total
of 25 leases, and arve responsible for no
less than 65 head of stampz.  Another
reazon T advance in favour of the con-
struction of this line is that we have an
enarmous number of sheep and cabtle
beinr driven to TLeonora. and hbrought
down hy railwav to Kaleoorlie to be dis-
tribuied throughont the dishiet. When
the Camuing stock roufe is opened up, all
eatzle and sheep from Kimberley, and
from the Xorth-West will be brought to
Wiluna and ithen be faken on by
timin to the various setilements along
bhe line. That will he a great
revenue-producing  industry, Another
renson why T advocate the construe-
tinn of the line is thz prohibitive cost
of firewood and mining timber in the
Lawlers district. The mines have to go
10 er 12 miles for firewood, but in the
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case of good mining timber they have to
go fully 80 miles for it. The cost of fuel
is one-fifth of the value of the gold won.
The Northern mines’ consumption of fire-
wood and mining timber is 21,000 tons
per vear. ‘The present cost is estimated
at 15s. per ton, making a total of £15,750,
The cost under railway hankage would be
£11,330, therefore there would he a saving
of £4200. At the Vivien the present
cost 15 £6,750; the vailway eost £4,950,
making a saving of £1,800. At suadry
other mines Lhe present cost is £3,750,
rvailway eost £2,750, making a saving of
£1,000. The total saving would be £7,000
per xear. The saving on bullioh would
he approximately £1,700, and on direct
mining supplies £2,258.  This with the
saving on wood and timber of £7,000
makes a total saving of £10,958. We find
from the returns that for the first five
months of this year the Lawlers distriet
produced 34,254 ounces of gold. We also
find that the gold yield has inereased con-
siderably. and it is expeeted that for the
present vear the yield will be 84,000 ozs.;
therefore the total increase in rwo years
waould amount to 23,000 cunces. The min-
ing lease rvevenue for 1908 was £2,365,
while foy the five months of this year
the mining lease revenue amounted to
£1,869 15s. 6d.  According to the offieial
figures there are working in the Lawlers
distriet abowt 1500 men. These men are
engagzed in mining. In the district there
are 245 head of stamps, 35 of which are
within eight miles of Lawlers, and it is
estimated that the value of the machinery
is nearly £200,000. Again as to the cost
of firewood. the Vivien mine pays 4s. 1d.
per lon. and on thiz mine alone for two
vears thev have spent £60,000 in wages,
and there has been paid in wages a sum
of £3.200 between T.eonora and Lawlers.
It is hardly necessary for me to deal at
further length with the question of this
line. T have endeavoured to show hy the
veport of the State Mining Engineer and
the official returns of the Mines Depart-
ment that the distriet warrants the con-
struetion of this line. It has heen bati-
ing alomg ngainst great odds for a long
time past.  The distriet has prodnced
three--marters of a million ounees of goll.
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and it is the duty of the House and the
Government to authorise the eonstruetion
of thiz line as soon as possible. 1 trust
the Government will give the matter seri-
ous consideration. The Geraldton people
recognise the importance of the Lawlers
district. The reporis that have heen made
by the Geraldion Chamber of Commerce
and the Northern Development League as
to the Sandstone reute are entirely inae-
curate. 1 would like o vead an extract
from the Geraldton Press under date July
Tth bearing out the arguments which I
have endeavoured {n  place before the
House, aird showins the reasons why the
fine ghould be consirueled. The newspa-
per says—-

“iivures recently quoted in these col-
wnns demonstraied that Lawlers wants
and deserves a rallway. .\ district
which has produced three-quariers of a
million ounces of gold merits belter
treatment than it has received. It has
beent allowed to grub along as best it
could out in the wilderness, with 83
miles of sandy track between it and
the nearest railway station, The won-
der iz that thoze 83 miles of dust in
sumtmer and swamp in winter. have not
killed Lawlers. Its experience of that
roarl is somewhat similar to that of
Wiluna, whieh finds the eost of earting
from Navnine {130 miles) nearly dou-
ble the freight from Geraldten to Nan-
nine, a distance of 310 miles. Uniil
Lawlers gets a railway it will never
prosper as it ought.”

In conclusion T may advance one other
argument, and that is in regard to Kal-
goorlie being ithe mining centre for the
distribution of mining machinery, etcet-
era. Al the present time we have at Kal-
goorlie larwe foundries turning out a ereat
deal of machinery, and the State Mining
Engineer reports as to Wilana, in rerard
to sendine down hroken parts te Perth,
that it takes ten weeks before such parts
ecan he returned.  If the line were con-
structed it would only be a matter of =
few dayv< in sending to Kalgoorlie.

Mr, Anewin: Whai makes the delay
beiweet the len weeks and the few days?

Mp, GOURLEY: In the first instance
the machinery would have to come from
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Wiluna by teams, then it is sent to CGer-
aldton, and from there to Fremantle by
boat, and we find that in every instance
there is a delay of ten weeks.

Mr. Angwin: Suppose the railway
went direct, would there be a delay thent

Mr. GOURLEY: In vegard to Ial-
evoorlie being the distribuiing centre for
machinery, we have soine of the most up-
to-date foundries there that are to Le
found in the State of Western Australia,
and any broken parts whiel vequire lo be
repaired eould be sent to Walgoorlie and
there the repairs effected. And heing the
mining eentre we would find that mining
men who own large propositions in the
miming industry, in the first place would
20 from here to Kalgoorlie and then on
to Leonora and Lawlers. Without delay-
ing the House at gveater length I trust
that the Government will give favourable
consideration to the eonstruetion of this
line. T am not going to say that the
Bandstone people should noi  have rail-
way communication, I am simply debating
the question as it affects the mining in-
dustry of the State. T am one who he-
fieves that the {(fovernment ave desirous
of doing their best for the mining indus-
try, and while T approve of the policy
of the Government in opening up the agri-
enlinral resources of Western Australia
if we wish the Stale to compare favour-
ably with the Eastern States then we must
do whal we can to develop the mining in-
dustry.  Not that I would infer for a
moment that the members who have been
returned to the Federal Parliament ave
not doing their best. but it is on aceount
of our isolation and being removed so far
from the seat of Government {hat we
have not received thai consideralion tn
which Western Australia is entitled. Still
I wish ta east no refleciion on the mem-
bers wha have been returned to the Fed-
eral Parliament. Far he it from me thai
1 should de so, but if we wish to develop
Western Anstralia as it shonfd be de-
veloped the Government must pur for-
ward a bold policy. The people are look-
ing to the Government, and to Parliament
to bring forward measures which will
open up the vast resources of this coun-
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try., I trust the Government will give
earnest consideration to this proposal.

My, Angwin: Wounld this railway strike
Wiluna?

Mr. GOURLEY: | am advocating that
the live should he exiended from Leonora
to Lawlers, and the State Mining Engin-
eer ndvoeates that the line should be ear-
ried further to Wiluna which is in the
Eawlers distriet. 1 trust the Government
will give favourable consideration to this
proposal.

Mr. CARSON (Geraldton):  Suome
thirteen years ago the distriet of Gerald-
ton lhad the Lawlers and Wiluna trude.
At that lime Sir John Forrvest was in
power, and the member for Geraldton =af
in Opposition. We were then advoeating
the construclion of a line from Magnet
to Black Range, which was called the
Magnet-Lawlers eailway, and Mr. Robsen
then endeavoured to get the Government
to construet that line, but unfortunately
Sir John Forrest bhelieved largely in cen-
tralisation, and in giving spoils to the
vietors, and that is the reason why we
had the line eonstructed to Leonora, thus
preventing the people of owr distriet
having their rightful trade. We lost the
trade at that time. It has been stated by
the Government, and I helieve they were
in earnest when they said so, that every
part of the State should have its rightful
trade. TIf that be so Geraldton should
have the trade of the T.awlers and Wiluna
distriets. Tawlers is over 200 miles nearer
to the port of Geraldton than to the port
of Fremantle. The proposition for the
construction of the line was advoecated
{hirteen years ago. Sinee then there has
heen a great deal of settlement going on
in the Vietoria distriel, and 1 think those
people shonld be considered as well as the
people of Lawlers. The Lawlers people
arec not all agreed that the line
should he constructed from Leonora. I
hope the Fremnier will have this maiter
postponed until after the deputation that
is to wait on him from our distriet on
October 7th has been heard. On that
deputalion there will be gentlemen from
Lawlers to put the case from their stand-
poinf, and on that aceount T hope the
Government  will postpone the matter

livans
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antil then. I am surprised thal any
Labour meniher should advocate that the
consumer should pay more than rwo,
hundred miles of extra freight on the
eoods he has to consume, 1t js a very
serious matler to the consumer, and this
line 15 largely advoeated by the people
wheo own wining properties, more especi-
ally the Kalgoorlie people.

M. Tlolman: The (ieraldton people ob-
jeeted 10 a refreshnent room af Crow-
ther.

Mr. CARSON: A few Geraldton pub-
may have done so, bul nol the
people generally. The State Mining En-
wineer referring lo the constrretion of
the Sawdstorre railway advocated that it
ghould go from Monnt Magmet, but be
stated it would be a better paying pro-
position if the line were construeted
right through to Lecnora. We recognise
it our distriet that Lawlers is entitled to
railway communication from Sandstone,
and this propesed railway will not serve
Wilunn, At prezent Wilung is  served
from Nannine. That is a very consider-
able disiance. The member for Leonora
has pointed out that the freights from
IFremantle would he added; but we are
looking  forward.  We are importing
largely from the Old Country direct, and
as that end of the State prospers we will
import almost everything we want from
the Old Country. There is another ttem
the Government will kave to consider,
and that is fhe additional cost of construe-
fion owing fo the fact that the material
will have to he eartied over very much
wgreater distances than if the line goes via
Leonora.  All the material will have to be
travelled about 300 miles further than if
it went by the other route. The cost
would be very mueh higher via Leonora
than via Sandstone, The member for Leo-
nora referred to the foundres ai Kal-
saorlie, but in a few years there may he
no foundries there, while at Sandstoue,
which is a very prosperous place at the
present time, there may be quite a2 num-
ber.  The question is a very important
one fto the agriculturisis in our distriel.
At the present time they are harred from
competition with the soulhern portion of
the State. TIn speaking to the Address-in-




[22 SeprEmBER, 1909.]

Reply T mentioned that our State had
now v pay an inward wharfage at Fre-
mante of 7s, Gd. per ton. Probably the
idea of that is fo keep out the Eastern
States products; T would not venture to
infer that, but the conditfion must be
mnade to apply to all parts of the State
equally, At present our district is pen-
alised on that aecount and it is a very
serious matter to the agrienlturists. They
recognise how important it is that the line
should be started from Sandstone. I have
received letters from sociefies in the
Trwin, Greenough, and Northampton dis-
triets asking me to snbmit ceriain resolu-
tions 1o the Tremier when waiting npon
him with a deputation.

Mr. Jacoby: How do the wharfage
rates affect the agrieulturists?

Mr. CARSON: The position is that our
agrieultnrists have practically to suffer
a reduction in the price of their wheat
of from 4d. to 5d. per bushel; that is due
to the inward wharfage rate. At the pre-
sent time they are shut put from the
southern markets.

Mr. Hudson : What has Geraldton done
for Lawlers?

Mr. CARSON: What has Leonora done
for Lawlers? The line to Lawlers will
have to serve Wilunza, and so far as I can
wather there are only a few proepositions,
some five or six miles from Leonora, that
are payable, until Wiluna is reaehed. Cer-
tainly there is the Darlot country, but
that is considerably out of the romte of
the proposed line.

Mr. Taylor: What abont Wilson’s
Patch, Stirling and other places; it is
all awriferous country there. I pros-
pected it 14 years ago.

Mr. CARSON: T hope that the Gov-
ernment will allow the motion 1o he ad-
journed and not take a vote io-night. Tt
should be postponed until a deputation
has waited on the Premier from the
people of the district [ represent. We
chall have a large amount of maiter to
place before him, gathered from the Law-
lers, Sandstone, and oiher places up that
way. [ believe the member for Mount
Magnet (Mr. Troy) iotended to be here
this evening to speak on the question, but
he is unavoidahly absent. I know that he

t0)

541

desires that the dehate shall be adjourned.
He is more familiar with the conntry tn
be served than I who am speaking more
partieularly this evening on bebalf of
the agriculturists, and because I recog-
nige that Geraldton should have the trade
that rightly belongs to that port.

The PREMIER (Hoo. N. J. Moore}:
I cannot congratulate the member
for Q(eraldton on the length of his
address. After the very long and
exhanstive explanation of the reasons why
the railway should be constructed from
Leonora to Lawlers we expected to hear
a full aceount from the member for Ger-
aldton as to the other side of the ease.

Mr. Carson: You will get it from the
meniber for Mount Magnet.

The PREMIER: T hope no attempt
will he made to take a division on this
motion to-night, as the member for Mount
Magmet is anxious to make a few remarks
on the question. After having had an op-
portunity of perusing the speech of the
member for Leonora he will no doubt be
able to reply effectively to the arguments
used. This is not the first occasion that
the matter has been hrought hefore us, as
T think last session a question very simi-
lar 1o it was brought wnder our nofice, [
congratulate the member for Leonora upon
his advoeacy of the prineiple of borrow-
ing for reproductive works, and for rail-
ways which are necessary for the agricul-
tural and mining development, reprodune-
tive or otherwise. One’s advoeaey of this
prineiple must be largely affected by one’s
environment, and no doubt the faet that
there are so many of the hon. member’s
electors who are ardent advocates of the
railway from Teonora to Lawlers, as
against the railway from Sandstone to
Lawlers. has a good deal to do with his
arenments. At the same time 1 ean hardly
congratnlate him upon the aceurate state-
ments he has made as to my promises. It
is very easy for members, after they have
bronght a deputation, to construe a pro-
mise that inquiry will be made into an
actnal promise for the construetion of a
railway. Anticipating that the hon. mem-
ber wonld have the weakness common to
most members, and that with the idea of
making the hest of hiz argumenis he
would allow his imagination to some extent
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to run 110t with him—1T have not had occa-
sion to complain of the bon. member on a
previous oceasion on this score—I took
the preeaution of obtaining some extracts
from my reply to the deputation which
waited on me on the question. The matter
was brought before me when T was at
Lawlers, and I said in reply to the deputa-
fion—

“We have committed ourselves to the
policy of extending nailway facilities
where considered desiranble and where
justified. Tach request will have to be
vonsidered on its merits as and wheo it
comes hefore us.”

The members of the deputation pointed
out that most of the mines were low-grade
propositions, and in their opinion if the
railway were built it was estimated the
eost of treating stone would be redueed
by about one dwt. I understand that the
distriet holds the record in Western Aus-
iralia for the cheap treatnent of stone.

My, Gourley: The to the very large size
of the ore bodies.

The PREMIER: On that oceasion T
also said

“I promise to send a forest ranger to
estimate the supply of firewond wiihin
easy distance of the wines, and I pro-
mise that when Mr. Mnir ean spare a
party froum the men now engaged on the
survey of (he line from Mount Magnet
to Black Range, T will arrange for a
sarvey to be made to Lawlers. T under-
stand that there are no railway diffienl-
ties. We Wave an extensive schedule of
lines that we must get through before
we can tackle any other, but T will see
if there is any justifieation for this line,
after oblaining every possible informa-
tion, and if a sulliciently good case can
be put up I wili do my best to give ef-
fect to your wishes. I will give your
request every considerafion, and my
coming here is an evidence that I am
desirous of oblaining information in
regard to the distriet. Tt is necessary
in matters of this kind to discuss every
phase of the question before making any
definite statement.”

The member will recognise thal tuv-
night T should maintain that attitude more
especially in  view of the faci that the
member for Geraldton has promised to
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bring down the most convincing facts at
a deputalion he proposes to introduce to
me, when 1 have no doubt he will he sup-
poried by many representatives of the
portion of the State he represents. Al the
deputation to whieh T have already re-
ferred I said further—

“I shall be glad to receive any fur-
ther informalion that you may have in
regard to this matter, and if you wiil
send it down to me when any new rail-
way proposals are being eonsidered 1
shall be pleased to go into your matter
very enrefully and bring it before Cabi-
net, aceompanied by any arguments you
may put forward in suppori of your
proposal.”

There is nothing very definite about that,
in so far as the construetion of the railway
is cuncerned. 1 carried ont my promise
for on the 3rl of May I guve instructions
for a fying survey to be made. Later on,
a5 a result of a consultation with the officer
in charge of engineering surveys, Mr.
Muir, T said I thought it would be advis-
able to gel ntore detailed information, and
that he should, instead of simply making a
horschack traverse of the route, make a
thendolite traverse and take levels so thal
a section of the proposed railway wight
he plotted. A sam of one thousand
pounds was provided for that work, whick
was carvied out, and eompleted on the
13th November the same year. More in-
formation was oblained than was ever
promised in the irst instanee. As a resuli
of the examination and survey, Mr. Muir
was able to report that there were no en-
gineering difliculties existing hetween Leo-
nora and Lawlers, that the railway would
be some 80 miles 60 chains in length,
and that the ruling gradient would be
one in sixty. He stated that the country
traversed was, on the whole, easy and well
watered and well adapted for railway
eonsiruction, hut that the watercourses
and ereeks te he crossed were numerous,
and many of large size, Some good belts
of evuntry existed, and from Leonora ti
Wilson’s Creek all the countiry passed
through was auriferous; and although all
the eountry had been prospected, praeti-
eally very little development had taken
place. The line wus praetically a surface
line, and it was estimated that the ap-
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proximate cost would be something like
£118,000, Now, anyone who lnnks at the
map without having a knowledge of the
subject would consider that by virtue of
its geographieal position, Lawlers should
he loeped up with Geraldton. But
against that, the argument was brought
forward by =z recent deputation—and it
is supported by facts—that with the ex-
ception of some 20 wiles as far as Man-
inga Marley, the country lying between
Lawlers and Sandstone is not auriferous.
So that, taking this into consideration,
one must naturally have regard to the
opinion of the State Mining Engineer
and other officers who are in a position
to point out the facts from the geologist’s
point of view. I do not pretend to have
any knowledge of that sort of thing, and
in regard to faets that are brought for-
ward in connection with mining railways,
raturally I have to depend very largely
on the advice of the mining engineers
and the knowledge possessed by the Mini-
ster for Mines. He has had more oppor-
tunities than I of making himself ac-
quainted with these distriets and their
possibilities. In the neighbourhood of
Lawlers we have not such large bodies of
ore a5 at Wiluna, and I only hope that
the rumour is correct which has reached
town to the effect that a fairly large sum
has been made available in connection
with these big propositions at Wiluna.

Mr. Ifolman: What is the distance
from Wiluna lo Lawlers?

The PREMIER: About 120 miles.

Mr. Holman: Yes, only a siep.

The PREMIER : Well, any step if it be
in the right direction is surely an argu-
ment in favour of railway construetion
for a part of the way. Trom his inter-
jection T should say thal the hon. member
is in favour of the Sandstone connection.
T know he is in favour of railway com-
munieation being extended to Wiluna, but
he does not state whence that connection
should be made. No doubi he will sug-
gost a line from Meekatharra. As far as
the Guvetnment are concerned the route
has not been decided, but we reencnisze
that it is only a question of a very short
fime when the line must be coupled up
right from Sandstone to Leonora. T only
hope the development will go on at so
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rapid a rate that instead of only extend-
ing the line from Sandstone to Lawlers,
or from Lecnora to Lawlers, the secoud
section can be completed, and the two
railway systems, namely, the Mur-
chison system and the Eastern goldfielis
system, linked up together. I do not
know that I need say anything further
at the present time except that I hope
the hon. member will not ask that we
should take a division on this question, as
one ar two other members are anxious to
speak,

On motion by Mr. Scaddan, debate ad-
journed. . S

RETURN—FOREIGN LABOUR 1IN
MINES. ‘
Mr. GOURLEY (Mount Leonora}
moved—

That a return be laid upon the Table
of the House showing the number of
foreigners working in the mines of
Western Australia on wages and con-
tract as on the 31st day of July, 71909.

He said: In moving for this return, I
may say that it is not done out of in-
quisttiveness, nor is it that I have been
spurred on by anyone outside. But in
view of repeated romours in regard to
the number of foreigners in the mines of
Western Australin I am desirous of ob-
taining this report, that I may, if it ap-
pear necessary, bring down legislation
drafted with a view to prevent so large
a number of foreigners working in our
mines as are to be found in some centres,
more particularly at Gwalia. There we
bave 50 per cent. of foreigners working
in the mines, while at Niagara there are
something like 30 per cemt. In other
centres we_have a large number of for-
eigners working in our mines. The re-
sult of this large influx of foreigners has
been that there has been driven ount a
number of our own fellow workers.
Steady, sober, respectable citizens, thnse
who came to Western Australia in the
early days, have been driven right out
of the couniry by the influx of foreign-
ers. In consequence they bave taken
with them the few pounds they had saved;
and I have often thought in regard to
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this question that had we kept the for-
eigners out of our mines these people we
have lost would have been in the State
to-day assisting in developing the State
as it should he developed; whereas at
the present time we have these foreign-
ers herding in camps, and doing nothing
whatever to advance the State.

The Minister for Mines: What has
been the increase of foreigners during
the past few years?

Mr. GOURLEY: I cannoi say. I am
desirous of obtaining this report, and I
am advancing these arguments why this
report should be presented. I do not
know whether the Minister himself has
any particular liking for foreigners. I
am sure I have not. We find, so far as
Kalgoorlie and Boulder are concerned,
some 50 or 60 per cent. of the men em-
ployed in getting timber are foreigners.
I say they have deprived those of our
own flesh and blood of employment, and
on these grounds I am strongly opposed
to the introduction of forcigners into our
mines. I have brought this question for-
ward with the purpose of subsequently
bringing down legislation to prevent 80
large a number of foreigners having em-
ployment in pur mines. )

Mr. Holman: I second the motion.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory): In dealing with this ques-
tion I want, in the first place, to point
out that in the event of the motion being
carried, it will be absolutely impossible
for the Mines Department to get the de-
sired information.

Mr. Gourley:
mately.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Had
the motion asked that the information
should he obtained at some later date, it
would be possible, perhaps: but to find
ont the number of foreigners engaged at
some past date is entirely impossible.

Mr. Scaddan: Make it the 31st October
and take a ceosus.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Y do
not think I could do it. But I want to
impress upon the House that it is quite
impossible to get the numhbers as at a
previous date. I thought the hon. mem-
ber wenld have taken the Housze into his

Well, get it approxi-
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confidence and explained exactly why lLe
was desirous of having this information,

Mr. Gourley: To what date would you
agree?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
nol agreeable at all, as T shall point out.
I oppose the motion. If hon. members
will take their winds back to 1904 when
we heard a great deal of the large infinx
of foreigners into Western Australia
and the necessity for aetion being
taken by the Government to pro-
tect the welfare of our own workmen,
it will be remembered that I, as well
as other hon. members, was very anxious
that if it were found that a large
number of these foreigners were coming
into Western Australia and robbing our
own men of employment we should im-
mediately provide legislation Lo profect
our own workmen.  Similar legislation
was passed in Gernany soine years ago
when it was found that there was a large
influx of workmen from Hungary into the
conl mines of QGermany.  Germany
puassed laws euacting that there should
nol be more than a certain percentage of
aliens in proportion to their own people
working in these coal mines. Thinking
there was something more than a mere
election ery in the statements being made
in 1904 we appointed a commission to
inquive inio the question vaised. The
commission took very exhaustive evidence
on this question, and on the question of
bringing foreigners here under contract.
The commission reported that so far as
they could gauge, the number of foreign-
ers then working in our mines was 4.13
per cent. of the entire number of miners
working in Western Australia.

Mr. Scaddan: Bul the percentage i
some of the mines is very high.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes,
it is exceedingly high; in some cases il
iz over 30 per cent. T had expected thar
the hon. memher wounld endeavour to show
that there was a necessity for smme legis-
lation of this sort. Hon. memhers must
remember that for inspeclors to go
through all the mines—and T presume the
hon. memher wanis something in the nat-
ure of a census taken—and ascertain how
nrany foreigmers were working on a giver
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date would mean considerable expense.
And we would have to get special auihor-
ity from Parliament to obtain such report.
Tn the legislalion we have just passed
dealing with the mines regulations it
is provided—

{Sitting suspended from G.15 to 7.30
pom.)

Interruption by Standing Order.

Mr. SPEAKER: By Standing Order
214 it is necessary after two hours for
a motion to be moved lo continve the
diseussion of motions, otherwise the
House must proceed fo the Orders of the
Itay. As 1 have had previously to inter-
rupt members speaking at the expiration
of the two howrs, T think it is more con-
vemient for members to deal with the
motion at (his stage. We have hitherto
heen following the praetice of running
the full twe hours, but I think it would be
more ¢onvenient il the Minister in charge
would move the necessary motion at this
stagre.

Mr. Seaddan: The Sianding Order
was framed when the House adjourned
for tea at 6.307

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes.

On motion by the Minister for Works
motions continued.

Hesumed.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Be-
fore tea | was poiating out that it was im-
possthle for the Mines Department to
have a census made of the number of for-
eimners engaged in our mines on the 3lst
July last. and that even now it would he
impossible to have a census without special
lemislation io enable us to get the informa-
rion sought by the motion. I was also re-
marking that T thought an hon. member
in movityr a molion of this sort in face of
the reports Iaid on fhe Table in 1904 in
reward to the number of foreigners en-
oaged in our mines would bhave endeav-
onred to show that there is now a greater
number emploved than there was some
vears previously. T have no means of
refuting the statement that there are
mare Tlalians than Austrians emploved
to-day than ihere were in 1904: but the
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Statistical Abstract shows that in Jaon-
ary, 105, we had only 481 Italians in
the Stale.

Mr. Holman: There were nore than
tbat empluved on the Great Fingal at
the time.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: These
figures may be wrong. | do not know,
but zecording to the Abstract in January,
1904, the number of Ltaliais in the Siate
was only 435, so that according to these
records, apparently there are fewer Ital-
tans in lhe State to-day than there were
m 1904, - '

Mr. Seaddan: Thal many mrive every
vear,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Tt
hus heen suggested by soime members that
il would be advisable to aller the date and
to lave a eensus taken at some later date
s0 as 10 obtain full particulars as to the
numher of foreigners engaged in our
mines: buf in the firs{ place, it would
mean an exprense for the wspectors to he
able o {ake the census all over the State
on one day, and in the second place
special legislation would he needed. There
is noe legislation on the statute-book that
would enable us o gzo to the mines and
demand lists of ilte namwes or a census
showing lhe nationality of the men em-
pluyed. [ mecuitun thig (o show the Fulil-
ity of the amendment suggested, hecause
of 1he Lnpossibility of earrying it out un-
less speeial legislalion were passed to en-
able it io he done. What T propose to
the lion. member, and what T think will
meet his views, and the views of the han.
members opposite is different. 1 take it
that the desire of the mover of the motion
is to try to get some authentic informa-
tion, as anihentic as we can gel, ar a
special eensus to find oul the number of
foreigners engaged in the various mines,
and T am sure that it is naot his ohject
to have this infermation ohtained from
all the little mines, because it would cost
a great deal of monev for the inspectors
to travel through the outlving country
and find out the number emploved on
mines employing perhaps one or (wo for-
eigners onfy. T am willing to make the
nunher employed underground smaller:

but what we want is to come
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to some conclusion as to whether there is
an undue number of foreigners employed
on our big mines. Therefore I suggest
that I should instruet the inspeetors to
make inquiry as speedily as possible and
report on the number of foreigners em-
ploved on any mine employing ten men
undergronnd, and also on the total num-
her of employees on such mines.

My, Bath:.Would that be at the time
of the report?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: For
instanee if the Sons of Gwalia mine is ex-
amined one day it would be quite possible
that Lhe Lancefield mine, or the mines at
Menzies, Maleolm, or Kookynie would not
be examined for a week or a fortnight
later. There certainly would be delay in
that direction, and I do not see how I
could overcome it withont considerable
expense. If the hon., member desired it
T might send a request to the various
nine managers asking them if they wonld
send the information, but if they did so
it would be simply out of courtesy, and I
am snure it would not have the same weight
in the House as if the reports were ob-
tained by the inspectors. I am quite
content to adopt either course. If the
mover of the motion thinks it would be
wiser to send out this circular letter to
the managers asking them to give lisis
showing the number of persons em-
ployed as well as the number of
foreigners, so that we eould arrive
at a percentage, I shall do so. On
the other hand I am prepared to iostruct
the inspectors to prepare a report as
speedily as possible for me to let me know
from their own observations and from
their examinations of the books of the
mines the number of foreigners employed.
T hope the hon. member will withdraw the
motion, of course conditionally that some
effort will be made by the department to
try to earry out that which he really de-
sires, that is, to ascertain the percentage
of foreigners working on the mines.

Mr., TAYLOR {(Mount Margaret):
I am pleased the member for Leonnra
has bhrought forward this motion, not-
withstanding the fizures aquoted by the
Minister. One who tiravels through the
baek eountry in our mining areas eannot
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fail to be struck by the number of for-
eigners employed on our mines. I do
not confine my remarks to the Golden
Mile, it is the Golden Mile that brings
down the average to such a low propor-
tion, but out in the outlying districts
where one mining company—I speak of
Bewick, Moreing & Co.—operates, we
will find a very large percentage of
foreigners employed underground and
against the Mining Aet. Men are em-
ployed underground who eannot speak
the English language. 1 say this
in the interests of the workers under-
ground generally, irrespective of what
their nationality may be. Men work-
ing underground where explosives are
uséd, who cannot wunderstand the
English langunage, endanger not only
their own lives but the lives of others whao
are working there who do understand the
English language. I have worked under-
ground with men who counld not speak a
word of English. When you are firing
out a face, it is the custom before you
split your fuse to warn those in the viein-
ity that you are firing it. “Fire” is the
term used. All understand it who under-
stand the language, but when there are
men there who do not understand the lan-
guage it is useless erying out ‘‘Fire.’”
They do not leave their work when
evervone else has left the danger spot.
That was eight or nine vears ago,
before I came to Parliament, and T
know it happens in & larger degree
now, becanse Bewick, Moreing & Co,
who are so favourable to this eclass
of labour, were not operating in sn
many distriets then as they are to-day.
Wherever they operate outside the Golden
Mile they have a large proportion of men
working undergronnd who do net under-
stand the language and who are a source
of danger to others working there. Fig-
ures were quoted by the Minister with
reference to the Royal Commission of
1904, It is a bye-word in the back coun-
try as to the procedure of the Commis-
sioner. No doubt the Commissioner con-
dueted his inquiry in as straightforward
and as proper a manner as any gentle-
man could do it; but understanding no-
thing about the habits and eustoras of the
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country, when he saw such names on the
pay sheet as Jones, Dooley, Murphy or
SBanderson. he concluded they were En-
glishmen.

The Minister for Mines: The Com-
mission contained Mr. Carr who was
president of the miners’ assoeiation.

Mr. TAYLOR: The Commission I am
speaking of was composed of only one
man—Commissioner Roe. The Minister
is confusing the Commission on Ventila-
tion with the Royal Commission inquir-
ing into the foreigners.

The Minister for Mines: The Royal

Commission on Mining was compesed of

Mr. Montgomery, the State Mining En-
aineer; Mr. Hewitson of the [vanhoe
Mine, and Mr. John Carr, whe was presi-
dent of the miners’ union at Kalzoorlie.

Mr, Bath: Mr. Roe was appointed by
the Feders! Government a special com-
missioner fo inguire into the same ques-
tion. and 1 wave evidence hefore him.

The Minister for Mines: We aure talk-
ing now of the Commission of 1904.

Mr. TAYLOK: The inquiry that M.
Roe conducted is the Commission that 1
am referring to. I pointed onl that M.
Roe as a special commissioner conducted
his investigations on the lines that any
straightforward and  honourable man
would de, but he was unaceustomed (o the
hahits and ecustoms in that part of the
country, and T bhelieve he took it for
cranted that all the names appearing on
the roll were those of Englishmen.

The Attorney General : Anotler insult
to Ireland.

Mr. TAYLOR: Jreland has had many
insults, but it is one of those fertile coun-
tries Lhat it can stand it. We can only
hark back to the case tried in Kalgoorlie
last Friday where ten wilnesses were ex-
amined. and the presiding judge said
they eould not understand Inglish. In
order that ¥ may not be misunderstood
T will quote from a report which appear-
el in the Kalgoorlie Miner. It was the
trial of Matteo Casiellani. This man was
charged with murder, and the witnesses
who came betore thie beneh had their evi-
denee interpreied. Mr. Justice Burnside
sununed up in these words, addressing the
_prisoner: “And wou caunot speak Fmnge-
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lish? Accused: A jittle bir. His Fon-
otr: The law requires that you should all
speak and understand English, 1 have
ilad aboutr ien hefore me lately and not
one of ihen has been able to speak Eng-
lish.  If you had been able lo speak
English you would have understood better
the proceedings here to-doy. Yon must not
use vour knife agninst vour fellow-coun-
irymen whilst you are uuder the protee-
tion of the British law,  Aecused: Hx-
cuse me, 1 de not understand whal you
say.” The vemninder of His Honour's re-
marks were inierpreled lo ihe accused by
Mr. Gianind o local Halian vesident. His
Henour: “You must not use your knife
againsl your fellow-conntrvmen or any-
one elee whilst you nre under the protee-
tion of the Lirtish law. You have had a
VOry narrow  escape. [f the jury had
found you zuilty of murder. you would
have suffered the extreme penalty for
vour offence.” All these men were work-
ing underground al the Lancefield mine.
T do nor suppose they are the only ten.
men there who cannot speak English.
Speaking about Niagara and the Minis-
ter’'s own electorate. there are there a
large proportion of foreigners engaged in
mining operations who eannot speak Fng-
lish. T know of two in my own electo-
rate at Kuookynie. There is one emplover
who in hiz own evidence hefore the Ar-
bitration Court at Leonora some twelve
or eighteen months ago in a ease in which
1 appeared for the men. under eross-ex-
amination zaid that he worked with
rather more 1falians underground than he
did on the surfuce. That was Mp, Hill of
Murrin, He said it was necessarv (o keep
a majority of foreimmers underground,
and T wanted to know the rensons. He
replied quite frankly, “So that ihey will
not pot their heads together: they don't
understand ax a Britisher does” There
is proof why these men were employed
undereround.

M. Heitmann: They might be eom-
pelled to comply with the regulations if
they were not employed anderground.

Mr. TAYLOR: I am reminded that
they wonld cume under ihe regulations.
There was no npecessity for lhat. All that
he wanted them for was that ihey might
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_be instrnmental in reducing the wages,
because they did nof understand the lan-
" gnage. We know well that when foreign-
ers are in Wesiern Australia and have
been in the State suificiently long to tearn
“the language they are just as staunch and
"as true men to stick up for their rights
as others are. ‘The only lime they are a
imenace is when they cannot speak Eng-
lish, and it is al {hat stage that the em-
ployers take advantage of them. The only
way to get an aceurate statement of the
faet would be to appoint a commissioner
and instruct him to interview each shift
as il eame off, and then find how many
foreigners were working on that shift
and how many were unable to speak Eng-
lish. Those who were unable to speak
English were the real danger, and if the
commissioner did that on the three shifts
we would know exactly what the nunbers
were,

The Minister for Mines: Take the Sons
of Gwalia nine, There is »n union there.
Is it not possible for any wman of thal
union to give infermation to the inspee-
tor as lo ibe number working wunder-
ground who cannot speak English?

Mr. Heitmann: That has been done at
Day Dawn and it iz ineffective.

Mr. TAYLOR: [ have been informed
that proeeedings similar te those men-
tioned by the Minister have heen taken,
with little or no effect. The fact has heen
bronght under notice times out of nam-
her. Tf the Minister reads the reports of
the proceedings he will find that this very
¢ynestion has been a hone of eontention.

The Minister for Mines: We have asked
them to wive information to the inspector
and the warden, and lhey have declined.

Mr. TAYLOR: T do not desire to con-
tradiet the Minister, The workmen wonld
be in a very unpleasant position if ihey
did that.

The Minister for Mines:
tary of the union could do it.

Mr. TAYLOR: The only person wlo
could do it wonld be the secretary uf the
union, whe was beyond the reach of the
cinployer. The Minister knows that if a
workman underground made matters ob-
jectionable to the employer by giving in-
Lormaiion to the inspector of imines,

The secre-
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which in the opinion of the employer
wyuld hamper him in the operation of
his industry, the mao would be going
along the road with his swag on his back.

The Minister for Mines: We have asked
the secretary.

Mr. TAYLOR: That is not. what I have
heen informed, and I know well that this
kind of thing was guing on at the Lance-
field before the mine elosed down two
years ago. 1 have not been there siuce
they re-siarted operations, but I am in-
formed that now il is worse than ever.
This case coming under my nolice un
Saturday mnade more apparent to me the
necessity for the Government to do some-
thing to protect the men——those who can-
not speak Lnglish. As for the number of
Ttalians who are in the State, the figures
given by the Minister are absurd, he-
cause I venture to say there is a grealer
number of foreigners employed wood-
cutting at Kurrawang alone.

The Minister for Mjnes: [ only dealt
wiilh Ttalians.

Mr, TAYLOR: In Gwalin and in wy
own electorate there are considerably
more Ttalians than 308 or 405. I &nd
trom the Statistical Abstract, that for
the vear ended 30th June, 1909, 235
Ttalian males and 23 Italian females ar-
rived in the State. The number of Aus-
trians was 151,

The Minister for Mines: How many
left?

Mr. TAYLOR: 1 am dealing with ihe
nnmber that arrived.

- Mr. Collier: There s an excess of 123
arrivals over departures,

Mr. TAYT.OR: There are 408 in the
State, acenrding o the Minister’s state-
ment. Anstrions also rank amongst those
why do not understand the language and
whe are employed in mines. They conme
wilhin the scope of the motion moved hy
the member for Leonora. [t is necessary
while we are on this subject we shonkl
go into the matter thoroughly. Every
communication I receive from the hack-
conntry, whether from my own electorate
or not, contains complaints from secre-
taries of unions regarding the influx in
the mines of foreigners, who are unable
to speak the English language, and ex-
pressing wonder as to bow they creep im.
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If one goes to the railway station after
the arrival of a steamer he will find these
men making straight for the goldfields,
and if they are asked where they are
woing, they reply “choppa de wood” If
one says “Good morning” to them, they
reply “choppa de wood.” Tf on the gold-
fields they are asked what they are doing
ihey reply “shovel de mullock.” YWher-
ever they go they are found work, and
our own workmen may often he seen
carrying their swags looking for work.
"The member for Fremantle in the Federal
Parliament is responsible in a large de-
gree, and more than any other individual
ir the State, for the importation of thése
men and finding them employment. I do
not. know whether his affection is so
groat for them now as it was before the
sirnggle in eonnection with wood-cutting
in EKalgoorlie twelve months ago, when
the Ttalians would nol swing inte line
with the employers. At that time when
there was {rouble hetween the employers
and the workmen, and when the latter
were not getting fair play, the Ttalians
stood side by side with them. That was
only bLeeanse there was a sufficient num-
ber of Ttaliaus who eould speak the Eng-
lish language aud their own language as
well, and they pub the trne position he-
fore those of their eountrymen who eould
not understand.  They all realised then
thet their proper place was on the side
of those engared in Che industry, namely,
the Woodeutters’ Union. Had not the
position heen placed hefore those who
were nat able to speak the language. no
doubt we would have found them on the
side of the employers. That is not so
had as putting them to work under-
ground, where they are surrounded by
zreat danger and where the danger is
accentuated by the fact Lthat they cannot
speak the English language. Any mem-
her on Lhe other side of the Honse who
Ias experience of mining operafions
knows what I =ay fo he the absolute
iruth. But T am tired of the Minister
parleying with the question. This TJonse
should emphasise the necessity of having
the position pnt truly before the country.
It is idle to say foreigmers are not em-
ployed. I say they are not employed so
muech about the Golden Mile, where the
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eyes of the people are upon them, but
out in the back country where the em-
ployers have better opportunities and fa-
cilities to put them on to work and where
the agitation is nol so strong against
them, they are put on. At Day Dawn it
was found that there were so many for-
eieners to the detriment of the people of
the district, that the old miners were to
he =een carrying their swags and new
arrivals from Tialy and Austria were
guing on and taking the work. The same
thing is occurring at Gwalia to-day, and
al Lancefield. in my electorate. I wounld
remind the Minister that the people will
no longer remain silent and submit them-
selves to this kind of thing. The country
will stand il no longer. I have no desire
to do those foreigners an injury. I want
tv be perfectly clear on the peoint that
they ave a danger to those who are work-
ing with them when they cannot speak
the language, and when the law says they
should do so. T say it is the duty of the
inspectors to faithfully represent the
position to the Lead of their departient.
I know the Minister controlling a big
department has not the time and fhe op-
portunily of staying abeul a mining
town for a week or two to see the men
going off work, or to see the men in the
hotels and walking about the sireets. The
Minister has not that opportunity; he is
ton busily enyaged in the administration
of his departeni, bui when the fact is
brought home lo him the Minister could
take action. The Minister has gone to
the trouble of having mining rules and
regulations printed, and by Aect of Par-
liament they must he in a conspicuous
place on the snurface of the mine, and in
a eonzpieunus place where these men are
working on n mine, so that they can read
them. That ought to appeal to the Mini-
ster himself. There is a set of regula-
tions for the protection of (he workers,
vet a numher of men working on these
mines eamnol read these rules and regula-
tinns.  Tloes it not seem strange to safe-
guard penple by putting up regulalions
which they cannot read. That is no safe-
cuard. The whole question has reached
such a stage now that T hope the Minister
will #o a bit farther than he has done,
and try to bring about a faithful settle-
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ment in aceordanee with the motion which
has heen moved,

Mr, BATH (Brown Hill): ¥ think rhe
Minister for Mines has misinterpreted
the statistics, because those which he
has read apply only to immigrants to
and emigrants from Western Austrahia
reeovded daring the six nonths ended
on the 30th June, 1909. Tt has no re-
- ference to the {otal numhber that is here.

The Alinicter for Mines: T got the
fignres as T eame into the Tonuse after
tea.

Mr. BATH : One has only need tn have
had experienee with the Kurrawang and
other wond lines in fhe vicinity of Kal-
goorlie to knew that in these loealities
alone there are move than the nomber
mentioned by the Minister. The point 1
wish to emphasise in regard to this dis-
cussion is this: the great obstacle to
secare relinble tnformation not only on
this point, huf in regard to other matrers
has heen that ihe Minister has evineed too
much anxiety to disprove stalements inade
by members, beeause (hose members lhap-
pened to be on this (Opposition) stde
rather than to display any anxiefy to
seeure information. During Lhe coarse of
the trouble on the wood line which eaused
a eessalion of the work, and which if it
had been continued would have meani a
considerable loss not only to the gold-
fields but to the whole State nf Western
Australia, I thad seme opporiunily of
cumning info contaet with the men em-
ployed on the various wood lines, and on
nu previous oeeasion have T had the dif-
ficulty of the sitvation so vividly im-
pressed on my mind as during the period
that trouble continued. When it was
thought that the matter had heen happily
ajusted, and every thing acranged for
the wen to resume work, [ had a eall to
the Lakeside 'wood line, and found it
necessary to go out there one night, when
olherwise I should have heen gning fo bed,
and to spend the whole night in travel-
ling Lo the eamp where the men were em-
ployed with a view of adjusting the diffi-
culty on ihe next day. When T arrived
there T found that the whole trouble was
due to the difficully of dealing with the
farge foreign element employed on the
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wood lines, and to such an extent had the
ineursion of the aliens bheen permitted to
grow that when it came to a question of
diffienlties belween the Italians and Aus-
trians it was on a question of adjusting
the work between them without any reom
for the Brilisher who happencd o he on
the scene. 'The only opening they would
permil, se far as (he British workmen was
coneerned, was that they shonkl eart the
wood and all the rest, the cutting and
loading. and other grades of the work
were fo he performed by Ttalians and
Austrians, with  a  sprinkling of other
nationahties ineluded. The dilbienlty that
presented itself was that there was an
absolule impossibility to make even the
terms of the settlement koown (o get any
undervstanding from them as fo how they
reparded it. When L retnrned | told Lhe
ewmplayers, or the proprictors of that
wood line that the trouble through which
they had jnst passed and which had been
adjusted, might recur the next week or
the next month. 'Fhe difliculties presented
by the employment of so many Eoreigners
was something that made strikes possible
at any moment, and no surety of a con-
tinnanece of the work., As a matter of
faet a lew months later we found the
tronble vesumed on the Kurrawang wood
line. and was only adjusted hy the help
of the police and, I think, the magistrate
for the Kalgoorlie and the Boulder area.
As far as this inguiry is concerned, on
previous oceasions when the neeessity for
sume aection by the Mines Departinent
hiad been emphasised hy members on 1his
1Opposition) =ide, the Minister had al-
wavs  evinced a desire to distrust the
statements made hvy members on this side.
I undertake 1o say that if the contrary
spirit were shown and the Minister said
he would have a thorengh inguiry inte
this and find out the truth, and impress
this view on the officers of the depart-
ment, there wounld bhe na difficulty in the
malter, and he wounld secure reliable in-
formation. That is the point that should
be impressed on the nfficers wha will ron-
duet this inqniry, and no vegard whalever
paid as to which member, or from what
side of the Fouse the motion is moved,
shonld he taken into consideration. T
want to say here thal in Western Aus-
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tralia, as in other parts of the Common-
wealth, there are many persons of these
nationalities wiio bave proved their worth
a5 eitizens, and we want to create no pre-
Judice against them; and so long as a
man of Buropean nationality comes heve
without any concerted effort on the part
of the employers to bring him here to the
exclusion of other nationalities. so long
a3 they evince a desire to take their
chance, and to lake an interest in Aus-
tralia’s future, there would be no diffi-
culty presented by members on this side
of the House, but the fact that certain
emplinyers wherever they happened to ob-
lain control of the mipes almost immedi-
ately proceed to employ these men to the
exclusion of others in seareh of work, and
against whom no reasonable ¢nmplaint
has been urged--so long as thiz ocenrs,
there will be this bitterness of feeling
and eomplaint against the influx of these
persons. Apart from the view we may
take, as Alinisterialists or memnhers of the
Opposition, we ought to use our endea-
vours to create such a cordial feeling to
those who happen to come here from
Buropean countries and assist them to
take their places as citizens amongst us;
but when a body of men find that when
certain employers fake control of a mine,
Lhat they are squeezed out, and men of
foreien nalionalities come in. and are
preferred, we have that resentment, and
it is bad for the community, and it bhas
led to the scenes thal have oceurred from
time to time at Gwalia, and on the Mur-
chison. I had an opportunity. during the
visit of the Premier to the Murchison to
inspeet Meekatharra and the vieinity, of
going down the Great Fingal mine, and
the Premier must have been immpressed
with the fact that a considerable pereent-
age of aliens were employed in that mine.
We found, too, that there must be some
inducement for the employers to employ
these, and if we looked further, we found
probably the reason for that employment
in the report submitted by Dr. Blanch-
ard wherein he states that the greater
nomber of cases of miners’ complaint,
that is phthisis occurred amongst the
foreigners employed on the Great Fingal
wine, It is in evidence that they are not
s0 rerardful of their welfare and not so
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insigtent on conditions of sanitation and
ventilation us perhaps the British workers
are, therefore, their services are preferred
to Britishers, That is not a eondition to
be desired. 1 think if the Minister will
wel rid of the idea of any party aspeet
from this motion. and will give eredit to
the hon. memher who introduced it for a
desire to get at the truth, and will give
credit for a desire to remove friction and
resentment, we ecan get information that
will he of use to members of the House
tu guiding us as to the course of aetion
we should take, That the position at the
present tiwe is unsatisfaectory, one needs
a0 no further than the report, or rather
the statement which the member for
Mount Margaret read as to the remarks
of Mr. Justice Burnside in connection
with the l.ancefield case. That shows
there is an unsatisfactory position there,
and if it exists at the Lancefield mine it is
a fairly logieal argument that it will exist
in other communities where the same:
firm operate, and aliens are preferred to
Britishers. Under these ¢irenmstances I
hope the return will he made as eomplete
as possible, and that the Minister will
urge on his officers to give the fullesi in-
formation possible on this question.

The Minister for Mines : Will the mover
of the motion aceept the statement T made
to-day?

Mr. GOURLEY : In view of the state-
ment made by the Minister that he will in-
struet the inspectors to obtain a report,
I ask permission o withdraw the motion.
T trust that the report the Minister will
instruet the inspectors o make will be
as full as possible in regard to the num-
her of foreigners working at the present
time. ’

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I
will endeavour to have the return pre-
pared bhefore the Mines Estimates are
under consideration. When the vote for
the inspeelors of mines is heing dealt
with T hope memhers will have that re-
turn hefore them sec thal they can then
disenss the whole question. I would like
tn impress this on members: we have
legislation dealing with the employment
of men underzround who cannot speak
inglsh, and T want o see that carried
out in its entirety. I would urge members
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who represeni puldfields constituencies to
impress upon Lhe secretaries of the unions
thnt when they find cases of foreigners
working underground they will let us
know and give us something we can go
-on. If the inspectors are not doing their
duly in this respect steps will be taken to
replace them by somneone else,
Motion, by leave, withdrawn,

PURLIC SERVICE, INCREMENTS
AND CLASSIFICATION.

AMr. BATH (Brown Hill): In view of
the fact that negotialions are proceeding
between members representing the Publie
Service and the Government in regard to
the guestions of the payment of annual
increments and the classifieation, and the
faet alse that the committee represents
the whole of the Civil Service and not
merely the members of the Association,
I do not intend to proceed with the mo-
tion T have tabled in regard to this ques-
‘tion.

MOTION — MINES REGULATION.
TO DISALLOW.

Mr. SCADDAN (Ivanhoe) moved—

That an address be presented to His
Excellency the Governor praying that
the addition to the general rules wnder
Regulation 4 of the Mines Regulation
det, 1906, made in pursucnce of Sec-
tion G3 thereof, and uppearing in lhe

“Government Guzette” for February
Fth, 1908, be disallowed.
He said: I desire to say ai the outset

that liad I any knowledge of the faet that
the regulation was gazetted in Feburary,
1908, T wounld have taken action last year
to liave obtained the sanction of this
House to present a petition to the Gov-
ernment praving that it be disallowed.
To-night I want the Minister to tell the
House how it comes abont that appar-
ently no one in the State with the excep-
tion of the publishers of the Government
Gazette, the officers of the Mines Depart-
ment, and perhaps the Chamber of Mines,
had any iden of the faect until May of
this year that the regulation was gazetted
in Febrmary, 1908. I would like to know
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what prompted the Mines Department to
publish in the Kaigoorlie Miner in May
of this year a regulation which had been
in operation for over twelve months,
When we remember that every man work-
ing underground in ay mine in Western
Aunsiralia is responsible for the dune car-
rying oubt of all the regulations under
this Act. as well as those under the pro-
visions of the Mining Acl itself, it is
essential (hat every regulation made
should he promptly despatched to every
mine, and posted there for the informa-
fion of every man employed. Why was
nat sueh a ¢ourse adopted in connection
with this regulation? What prompted
the Minister to make the regulation?
He told the Miners” Association, when
they abjeeted to (his regnlation, that it
was promulgated after very careful con-
sideration,

The Minister for Waorks: What is the

regulation?

Mr. SCADDAN: Tt is as follows:
“Mines Regulation Act, 1906.—-
Bepartment. of Mines, Perth, 5th
Tebruary, 1908,—495/07—His ¥x-
celleney the Governor, with the
advice of the FExecotive Couneil,

has heen pleased to make the follow-
ing addition fo the general rules
under Regulation 4 “The Mines Regu-
lation Aect, 1906°: to take effect from
1st March. 1908, —H. Gregory, Minie-
ter for Mines.

Regulation 4.

39. No person shall enter any shoot
vr pass underground in which ore, rock,
mulloek, or sand has become jammed
or hung up, for the purpose of exam-
ming or freeing the said pass or shoot,
unless al)l other praectieable means have
been previously taken of causing the
ore, mullock, or sand to run or hecome
free. Before any person enters such
shoot or pass, the faet of its being ne-
eessary to do so shall he reported to
the manager or to the person for the
time being in eharge of the under-
ground mining work, and the work of
freeing the said shoot or pass shall be
done under his instruetions. Every
case of any person having to enter
such shoot or pass shall he reported to
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the manager and eniered i the record
hook.”
On the face of it, 1o those who have not
a practieal knowledge of mining, this
regulation might appear an excellent one,
for its effecl seems to he that if a shoot
hecomes jammed the manager or seme
ather responsible person should be pre-
sent to issne the neecessary instructions,
but when T say that 0 per ceni. or more
«f the miners engaged undergronnd would
ruther leave their jobs any day than pro-
ceed up a shoot hung up, and in fact
waould Ieave mining altogether—I would
do 1hat myself—they will recognise it is
absurd to make a regulation of this na-
ture. Was the Minister prompted to
make this regulation owing to a request
made by men employed in the mines?
Did they request this for their protec-
tion? I understand that such is the only
reason for making regulations under the
Act. Tt so who made the request for the
regrulation?  When the Minister replies
we will find, T expect, that someone else
than the men employed underground
made lhe reguest.
Mr. Jobnson: You will find nothing.
Mr. SCADDAN : We should find some-
thing, aceording {o tlie veply of the Min-
ister to the men when complaining about
Lhe regulation. The Minister in reply to
a leller received by the Mines Depart-
ment from the secretary of the Kalgoor-
lie and Bonlder Federated Miners’ Union
dated May 31st of this year wrote—
“Referring to your letter of May 31
eonveying a protest hy your uanion
against the recent addilion to general
rules under Regulation 4 of the Mines
Regulation Aet with reference to clear-
ing shoots or passes, [ have the honour
by direction Lo say thit the maller was
very carefully inquired into hefore the
regulation was framed.”
Where were the incuiries made, and who
made them?
The Premier: Did not he consnlt you?
Mr, SCADDAN: He never consults
me in these walters unless he is certain
beforeband that T will agree with him,
There was an occasion when the Minister
asked me to eonsult him with regard to
the Mines Regulation Bill, but T care-
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fully aveided deing s0 as T would ner
commit myzelf bhefore the Bill was re-
ceived in this T{ouse. During the disens-
gion on the Bill here the Minister said he
would be pleased lo reeeive my assisi-
anee 1n making it a workable measurc,
hat when 1 proffered my ussistance in the
shape of some 60 or 70 amendments.
which I thought should be inserted, lhe
disngreed, 1 think. with every vne. In
this disagreement he wasbacked up by Lhe
Chamber of Mines whose representatives
were in the gallery of the House ou every
veeasion when the Bill was under diseus-
sion, having been infermed of the dates
uf the debates by wire from the Minister.
1 never received a wire from the Minister
asking me o be present on any oceasion
when the Bill was coming on for diseuns-
sion. In lhe letter the Minisier goes on
to say-—

“Tt vepresents an attempl o meet a
seriong diificufty in o praelical manner,
il being recognised that the practice of
enlering hung-up’ passes to clear them
is an extremely dangerous vne, huat at
the same time cases not uncommonly
oecur where no other course of aetivn
is reasonaby practicable.”

1 want lo iake the strongest possible ob-
jeetion to that, I suppose the Minister
was prempted in that direction by the
State Mining Engineer or some other per-
zon, | deeline to aceept that authority
however high it may be. There are other
nieans hy which sufety could be insured.
The life of an individval is of much more
concern lo me than any so-ealled reason-
able means of elearing a shoot. I would
rather see the pass eleared by taking the
stone oni of the top by a bucket and
windlass than see a man go up in hangine
rock in the nature proposed by the regu-
lation, The letter continues:—

“The reguiation allows the entering
of passes only as a last resort and re-
quires it only to be carried out under
the direct instrueiions and at the re-
sponsibility of the mine official.”

I would not mind if the responsibility
rested on the mine manager. If the regu-
lation provided that the mine manager if
ke desired to clear the shaot should go up
against it T would not complain so much.
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for he would never go up. However un-
practieal he might be he would never do
that. The reason ! objeet so strongly is
that the regulation is in a sense nothing
short of absolute manslaughter. It would
be far hetter to have the old conditions
that men could exercise their own freg
will, and if lhey declined to do work of
that kind eould not be eompelled to do il,
Under the regulaiion the manager ean
order a man to de this work, and he wonld
be protected by the regulation. He could
use it as a lever, for all personal respon-
sibility is removed from the manager and
thrown on the Mines TRegulation Act,
which is a dead letter. The letter con-
cludes—

“The responsibility is elearly laid up-
on the wmanager and his staff to see that
all other practicable means of freeing
the puass have been tried, and in the
face of this it cannot be supposed that
they will neglect to take suech means as
in the event of an aceident it could he
usually shown if they had failed to try
them. Tt appears to the Minister that it
will e only in the most extreme cases
that any manager will aliow a man to
go info suech a pass, and he cannot un-
dersiand how your union has arrived
at the opinion that ‘in framing this
regnlation there has been no regard for
the life and limb of the working miner,
but rather to free the eompany from
any responsibility thai might eventu-
ate’—(Sgd.) H. S King, secrelary
for Mines.”

I want v endorse the last paragraph of
the letler, and say that if the Minister
promulgaled the regulation knowingly
and with a practical knowledge of the
working of the mines and of the great
dangers ol eclearing these passes when
onece hung up, be had absclutely no re-
gard for the life and limb of the men em-
ploved in the mines.

Mr. Heitmann: One man was killed
at Day Dawn in that way.

Mr. SCADDAN: Probably that was
the reason why this regnlation was
framed. T want to know who is going to
interpret that particular section of the
regulation which says “all other reason-
able means have been adopted for clear-
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ing the shoot”? Why, the manager, the
person who is on hig trial!  Until the aeci-
dent happens you can say what you like,
and declare thal these people ought to be
tried for manslaughter; but when an in-
dividual is killed, then everybody is for,
not the person killed, but the mawager
who is likely Lo be placed on his trial for
manslanghter. The manager gets out of
it by saying he took every reasonable pre-
caution. T say that reasonable precau-
tion eannot exist when you eompel a per-
son to go into a shoot that is hung up.
I would not go there for His Excellency
the Governor, nor for King Edward him-
self. My life is of more valve to me, and
so it should be with every other individual.
But under the existing eonditions what is
a man to do% If he is ordered to pro-
eeced up that shoot he has to de it, or go
ont on an overstocked labour wmarket,
where he will walk about for weeks and,
moreover, find himself, perhaps, in the
position that I, like others have found
myself, namely, blackballed in that par-
tieular distriet. T am not going to let
this sart of thing go by without entering
a strong protest against it. I say that if
the Minister permits this regulation to-
continue after these matters have heen
hrought under his notiece, he is absolutely
regardless of the welfare of the men em-
ployed in the mines; and I say that with
a full knowledge of what it means. It is
itothing short of manslaughter to ask a
mian to proeeed up a shoot and attempt
lo clear it. As everyhody knows, it only
requires the slightest keystone to hold up-
a huge mass of rock; and if a person
happens to touch that small keystone,
which may be only twao inches in diameter,
the whole mass will come down. Under
these eonditions it ean be seen how absurd
i{ 15 to ask a man fo go up. Whai does
this phrase “every reasonable precaution™
mean? For the most part, it is restricted
{o an attempt to bring the staff down by
shooting. One can see that if the last
shot has heen fired just before the man
enes in, the whole mass may have been
[oasened; and in such eirenmstances it
probably comes down upen him and he
has no ehance whatever. I say it wonld
he better to abandon the mine than to
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uoffer np lives in this way. T trost the
Honse will sericosiy consider this reaiter
and that the Minister will agree to with-
draw the regulation.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
M. tiregory); 1 do not think there is any
necessity for the hon. member io go into
hysteries in rexard Lo (his matler. This
regnlation was framed entirely in the in-
terests of the men themselves. The hon,
member wishes to know whal induced me

1y have this rewnlation framed.  Prob-
ably he will reinember that some 18

months ago o very bad accident ovcurred
in 1he Urene Fingal mine, ~owing to a
workman going up infe one of these
passes. There was a fall of earth and the
man was crushed, and died, T immedi-
alely referred this matter to the Stute
Miningy Engineer, asking him {o iry to
discover sume way in which to get over
this difficnity ; to try and stop the danger-
ous praetice of reen going up into these
passes. The matter was eonsidered by Mr.
Montgoinery, and he thonght the |lest
thing would be fo frame a regulation of
this kind: Firstly when an aceident of
this sort oeceurred in conneetion with min-
ing, no man shonld be nllowed Lo go into
these passes until every effort has been
made to clear the pass: and, secondly,
that it should be done under insirnctions
trom smne responsible persen in fhe mine
in urder that there shall he some person
on whom the responsibility may rest. [
feel ennvineed that if we were to cancel
this regulation the nten will have indirect
instrnelion  given them to bring ore
down, thus throwing the respousibility on
the workman instead of on the boss.

Mr. Scaddan: Make a regulation pre-
venting men going into the pass nnder
any eirenmstances.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : 1
thoaght the hon. member would give us
some idea as to whai aetion should be
taken to secure the safely of the men
without closing up the whole of one por-
tion of the mine as he stated.

Mr. Holman: How do they do in other

parts of Australia?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: |
thonght the hon. member would have told
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us that, and given an indicafion of the
class of legislation we should have,

Mr. Seaddan: I would not permit any
man to go into a shoot.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Well.
it is done elsewhere. I do not know how,
with the exception of closing up a mine
altogether— —

Mr. Taylor: No, you can remove the
are from the top of the shoot.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Im-
possible, In a number of mines in Wes-
tern Australia they have the shrinkage
sysiem of stoping in vogue. The rock

above the leading stope is left so as to

form a vill, and that »ill runs the ore
down inio the pass. In the Fingal mine
the hanging wall is fibrous, and after ex-
posure to the weather pieces of this come
away in laree Ilumps; in some cases
huge pieces of rock get right over the rill
and bloek the pass. The usual praclice is
to send explosives up on a long rod
and fire them with a view to clearing the
obsirnetion and getting the pass to

run again.  In many instances where
they think it is secure, men go up
and make arrangements for the ex-

ploston, and try and get out of the way
in lime; of course this is highly danger-
ous. T wani to say rhat this regulation
wag only framed in fhe interests of Lhe
workers. Tf the hon. member <esirves it.
T am «quite prepared {o cancel the regula-
tion. 1 will not oppose the notion. But in
reenrd ta Future mining there is no doubl
that some speeial effort will have to be
made with a view to enlirely prevenling
aceidents arising from the elearing of
shoots by persons getting up inte the
shoot. Tn regard to our future work we
sheuld insist {hat in eonneclion with atl
these passes there should be a double
pass. That is not possible where they
adopt the shrinkage system. Still, wher-
ever possible in regard to future mining
we should imsist upon the double pass.
One pass of eourse would be for travel-
ling and the other for the eonveyance of
rock. In the event of ome pass Dbeing
choked, the men conld go up perfeetly
free from danger; althoush T have heard
of the caze of a man who went up =
double pass under such ctreumstances and
aof jammed and was killed. However the
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matter of such a regulation in regard to
our fubure work is under consideration
now. Still, that will not apply te mines
stoped by Lhe shrinkage system; heeause
exeepl for the rill thevre is really no pass
in the level. However it is not my inten-
tion to oppese the motion. Tf the hon.
ntember iz desirous of having this regu-
lation caueelled 1 will he only too willing
to fall in with lis wishes, The enly thing
is, I think that if this be done we shall
lkave aceidenis. the whole responsihility
of whieh will fall on the workmen them-
salves. Tu conclusion T may say my ask-
iug for this regulatiovn was not at the in-
stanee of any body or any person. As 1
say, the idea originated when we had that
unfortunate aceident in the Fingal mine
ahout 19 months ago. 1 asked the State
Mining Fngincer to frame a vegulation
whieli wouid avold a repeliion of that
deplorable vecurrence. If the regnlation
he not salisfactory 1 will aceept the mo-
tion hroughi forward by the hon. mem-
her. L may say that if the hon. juenber
likes to withdraw 1 will eancel the regu-
lation in the next Grazetie.

Mr. HEITMANN (Cue): I do not
think thal even the cancellation of the
regulation will avercnme the trouble; he-
cause, as the Minister has pointed out, he
and bis departrment have failed up to
date to find means to gel over the diffi-
culty in connection with the shrinkage
stoping. It appears to me that even the
Minister has not grasped the sitvation, in-
asmuch as there is not even a vill in con-
nection with some of the svstems of
shrinking. In the Finga] mine, as sfated
hy the Minister, a fatal aceident occurred
some 18 months ago. This is one of the
reasons why the Ttalians are employed in
the mines of Western Australia. Tt is
simply because ihe Ttalians are foreed to
du this work, which a Britisher refuses
to do. Tf is well known that in the Fin-
+al_mine an more than one oceasion
Britishers have refused to go into the
stopes, and the underground managers
have stood over the Italians and forced
them into the shoots. The result was
that one of them was killed. Now the
Minister tells us that after one of the
men has been killed he is going to legalise
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this practice of sending men into the
shoots. It the Minister makes a regula-
tion putling a heavy fine on the manager
or foreman when a man is found going
inta these shoots, he would do much bet-
ter and would zel over the difficulty in

regard to the shrinking system. Tn Ben-
digo is one of the biggest and oldest

mining fields in Australia, where there is
not that desire to oblain sueh great pro-
fits, they are prepared to adopt humane
methods of breaking oul the stone; but
the old system of erecting passes through-
out the stopes is not wouvd enoneh for
Bewick, Moreing & Co. or any other big
coimpany operating in Western Australia.
They want to break out Lhe stone on a
grand seale; and in putting down shoots
through which the ore ean be run out,
they leave out the 1ravelling passes and
simply put in a shoot. The result is a
jam after they have gol up two or three
hundred feet—and in one case it was 270
feei in the Wingal with a bad hanging
wall.  Wiil the stone baing allowed to re-
main as it is hroken, and using about
20 ibs. of dynamite to the one hole, we
ean understand the hugh rocks that are
hroken down. These vocks are allowed
to remain there, and the machine men or
the miners work on top of the mass
while the ore is taken out of the shoot
at the level below. Tt is only natural that
these huge pieces of stone are going to
hang up in the shoot. That is the trouble.
Tt may he that after trying all reason-
able means to make the ore run through
the shoot the least explosion may loosen
the whole lot and let it all run down
while a man is in the shoot in the aect
of loosening the stuff. In my opinion,
the way to get over the difficulty would
he to force the companies to adopt the
saine measures as are adopted in Vie-
toria. that is, to build passes right up
throughout the stopes, and there would
be then no necessity for anyane to go into
the shoots to loosen the ore. I have
worked in many mines and T bave never
known a pass to be hung up in Vietoria,
because there the men in the stopes are
protected by Lhe timbers, and before the
ore is allowed to go into the shoots it is
broken to a reasonable size. Of course
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1 ean quite understand that the big scale
adopted by the mining companies in
Western Australia would not allow them
le do this in dealing with low-grade ore,
heeguse it would egst them a little more;
but I think the first duty of the State
and the Mines Department is to take eare
of the men’s lives. The companies are
always ready to find means of treating
the ore and of mining at the lowest pos-
sible ecost, but it is the duty of the Mines
Department to see that the miners are
protected. 1 would suggest that some-
thing be done in the direction of forcing
the companies tv put up passes where
now there are shoots without passes.

Mr. BATH (Brown Hill): I have
thought in addilivn to cancelling the regu-
lation to which objection has been faken
by the member for Ivanhoe that some-
thing that would meet the case more satis-
factorily might be provided in consulta-
tion by the Minister or the State Mining
Fngineer with those who have a practical
knowledge of the question, say, the re-
presentatives of the miners or miners’
union and, if necessary, a representative
of the Chamber of Mines. I think it
would be fixed up in a short space of
time. [ do not agree with the member
for Cue that it will penalise any company
ie any great extent, partieularly those
in Western Australia, to enforce a rea-
sonahle safeguard in regard to the under-
ground handling of ore after it has heen
stoped. T have been in a number of min-
ing camps in the Eastern States at Sunny
Cormer, and Gapman’s Flat, and other
mines where the margin of profit was ex-
tremely low, amounting to a very few shil-
lings per ton; and I never saw a stope
worked in any of those mines where there
wus not a double pass, one for the ore and
a travelling way. Tt is impossible te pre-
vent the ore pass from hanging up even
with the provision of breaking the ore
io a reasonable size, because there are
times when the very finest dirt will form
a sort of & eake and hang up; but where
there is a travelling way alongside the
1'ass where the ore is it is easy for one
la go up with a shorf bar and work the
ore from the travelling way.
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Mr. Heitmann: What opening will you
have?

Mr. BATH: Between the Jogs.

Miv. Heitmann: Then yon will have the
dirt in hoth passes.

Mr. BATH: No. I have seen dozens
of passes. in one mine there were 14 or
15 along the line of lode, and the mullock
tor mullocking up the stopes was run
down the passes and not handled at all.
These pnsses were logged with spaces be-
tween, but tiere was never any question
of very mueh dirt getting in the travelling
way ollier than the fine stuff, and it was
always easy with a smal] bar lo remove
the dirt in the ore passes, though there
was one occasion when the stuff came
away suddenly and struek the end of the
bhar forcing it on to the wuich of the
man using the bar. T notice one thing
here that is different from the other
States, and those mining places where
have had experience. Xf there was any
oceasion where loss or danger was in-
volved in a stope or a dangerous spof,
the underground boss was always the man
whe undertook the work; but here it i<
absolutely the reverse, because the under-
ground boss here sends men to do it, and
they take the responsibility. I see no
difficulty whatever and little extra ex-
pense involved in the very reasenable
precaution of baving a douhle pass carried
up, one for the travelling way, and one
for the ore.

The Minister for Mines: That will not
wet over the difficnlty where they are using
the shrinkage system.

Mr, BATH: It may be done. As they
are stoping they ean be earrying up the
pass.

Mr. Heitroann:
passes.

Mr. BATH: What is to prevent them?

The Minister for Mines: It would be
ailtogether contrary to the system; it
would not be possible, but at any rate
I coneur in your idea.

Mr. BATH: It wonld be easy to re-
move the passes. As the ore is taken
down, the logs can be removed so as to
keep the top of the pass level with the top
of the ore. However, as pointed ont by
the member for Cue, with no pass what-

But they hkave no
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ever, with just a shoot it is absclutely
impossible to prevent the ore from hang-
ing up, because the big stuff they break
down jams, and I cannot possiby see
how 1t ean be prevented under the system.
Undoubtedly, in Western Australia, prob-
ably through the fact that the personal
control by the owners is not in close as-
sociation with the men employed, there
seems to be less regard in (hese matters
as in the Eastern States, because I do
not care how poor the mine was, whether
it was strugeling to make it a paying pro-
position or not, in the Bast it was always
taken us the natural course that these
precautions used from time immemornad,
shonld be adopted by those in charge of
the mine. It is entirely different heve,
and in many instances the worst offenders
are those whose profits should be sufficient
to provide proved safeguards for the
safety of the men.

Mr. SCADDAN (in reply): Without
heing hysterical 1 desire to express my
pleasure at lhe attitude adopted by the
Minister on this occasion. T ean assure
him that I am quite prepared, represent-
ing as I do a constituency made up of 30
per cent. of men actually employed in
mines, to lake the full responsibility of
my request for the withdrawal of this
regulation; and after the withdrawal 1
hope the Minister will go further, if the
diseussion that has ensued to-night will
have some effeet, that is, in the direction
of bringing ahout the conference sug-
gested by the Leader of the Opposition
hetween representatives of the Chamber
of Mines and the miners’ association to
deal with the question.  There will be
diflienlty, and the greatest difficulty will
be in connection with the shrinkage sys-
tem of stoping employed in the Pingal
and other mines. I agree with the mem-
ber for Cue that it may be advisable tn
prevent the shrinkage system in mines
altogether. As pointed out by the Leader
of the Opposition, it is usnally those mines
that ean well afford to work their proper-
ties on the stope system that usumally
adopt the shrinkage and other dangerous
systems.

The Minister for Mines: The shrink-
age system would be quite as safe as any
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other except where the banging wall
breaks away.

Mr. SCADDAN: There is great dan-
ger in the shrinkage system. There are
really no passes. There is merely an
opening at the back of the level, and if
the ore above the level happened to hang
up, there would be no method of dealing
with it other than geing up through the
ore pass. I do not think that it would be
practicable to put up log passes as sug-
gested by the Leader of the Opposition,
because immediately you get away from
the shrinkage system you must introduce
the old system of filling the stopes with
mulloek. Under the shrinkage system a
man working at the shoots will be work-
ing at a spot where the roof may be 50
feet above him. Men may be working
week affer week without seeing the wall
under which they are working. No one
should be permitted to work underground
unless he ean see the ground to see
whether it is safe to be under it, and it
is impaossible to do that if the ground is
200 feet above one’s head. I econtend,
therefore, the time has arrived when, for
the safety of the men, we shonld compel
the mines to keep their stopes within a
reasonable distance of where men are
working. That is one of the views that
will have to be discussed at the proposed
conference, even if we have to go to the
extent of compelling the mines to work
their stopes on the old system of mullock-
ing up and providing log passes for the
safety of the men. [t would be better to
do that, than to coutinue the other system
much longer. If the travelling ways were
provided alongside the ore passes, in the
event of the ore hanging up a man eould
go up by the travelling way and without
danger, except in the instance where a
bar may be knocked up by the falling
stuff, as pointed cut by the Leader of the
Opposition, or in the ecircumstances
pointed out by the Minister where a man
in trying to rake away the stnff with his
band was injured, the operation should
be performed in safety. T consider thal
the companies should consider the welfare
of the men as well as their profits. T
would not be a great expense, especially
to those mines that counld afford to give
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ample dansvrous
methods.

The Minister for Mines: T was trying
to do something in that direction. For
years there has been no regulation.

Mr. SCADDAN: Fortunately the re-
gulation has had no ill effect to date, and
T am pleased the Minister will withdraw
it and that he will have this proposed ¢on-
ference.

The Minister for Mines:
isfied with the regulation.

Mr. SCADDAN: I ask leave to with-
draw the motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

provision  agrains

I am not sat-

PAPERS — PROSPECTING
AREAS.

Or motion by Mr. Holman (Murchi-
son) ordered: “That all papers dealing
with applications for Prospecting Areas
Nos. 392N and 393N he placed npon the
Table of the House.”

PAPERS—CASE OF CONSTABLE
POYSER.
Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison} moved-—
That all papers relating to Police
Constable James Poyser be placed upon
the Table of the House,
Since giving notice of this motion things
had developed rather rapidly, and there
were some peenliar ecircumstances con-
cerning the case at the present time.
Some time ago this constable had reason
to ecomplain about some treatment which
was meted ont to him. Tt was his (Mr.
Holman’s) intention to move for the
papers to see what the reports were and
what were the grounds for the com-
nlainis. Some few weeks ago the con-
siable was sent to the Bastern Stales to
bhring back a prisoner. That was less
than a month ago. After that he went
to Karridale and eonducted an inguest
there, and it appeared that he earried
out this duty satisfaetorily. Then within
the last week the officer was reecalled
te Perth and arvested on suspicion of
being of unsound mind. The officer had
written a letter to him (Mr. Helman),
and on receiving it he was snrprised to
find that though it was addressed to him
at the Legislative Assembly. for some rea-
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son it had been opened by 2 doctor at the
Perth Public Hospital. It was rather
surprising that a letler from a patient al
the hogpital to o member of Parliament
should have to yo through this procedure.
He was not aware whether there was any
power given at the hospital whereby a
palient, even though he might be in the
hospital under suspicion of being of un-

‘sound mind, could have his correspon-

dence opened hefore it was sent out. This
letter which was received only on that
day seemed to be a perfectly sensible
letter. and dealt with subjects that be
{Mr. Hohnan) had heard about before,
and yet it was opened by someone signing
himself H. G. Tymms. It was surprising
that private correspondence should be
opened in this way. The letter was en-
closed in another envelope, and there was
ineluded a note from this same individuoal
who signed himself “Superintendent.
Perth Public Hospital” It seemed very
strange that immediately after notice to
move for the production of the papers in
connection with the case was given thai
these eircumstaneces shounld arise, and that
the officer should be recalled to Perth
and then be practically arrested on ar-
riving in the city. Not being one of the
medical profession, he (Mr. Holman)
was not prepared to say whether there
was anything wrong with the constahle,
but he would be very sorry to think so;
but as far as the letter was concerned it
was surprising that it should have been
opened. There was certainly nothing in
it tn lead anyone to helieve that there was
anything wrong with the constable who
was under arrest at the present time on
suspicion of being of unsound mind. Tt
was only on the day before that he (Mr.
Holman) learned of this development,
and he was rather surprised to know that
though the constable was well encugh to
be sent away to the Eastern States within
the last few weeks to bring back a person
safely, and that he afterwards conducted
a case at Busselton and earried it through
sensibly and well, that when the papers
in econnection with the case were moved
for, the officer shounld be arrested. It
was a very strange affair, and more
strange when one thought that sueh
things eould take place in these days. In
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his opinion ihe time had arrived when a
commission of ihoronghly competent men
shonld be appointed to go into the ques-
tion of the state of affairs existing at the
Asylum for the Insane. BMen had written
lelters to him, sensible letters, and he
had had conversations with those men
who had heen allowed out on leave from
the asylum, which led him o wonder why
they were detained in the institution.
Other hon. members had held eonversa-
tions with some of these men, and the
time lad ecertainly arrived when an in-
guiry should be held. It was his intention
if possible to move in that direction at
the earliest moment. Although we knew
that such institutions were absclutely ne-
eessary in a couniry, still if it was pos-
sible for a man to be detained there on
suspicion of being of unsound mind when
there was no necessity to detain him, the
time had arrived to make an investiga-
tion.

Mr. Angwin: What place was the hon.
member referring to?

Mr. HOLMAN: The Fremantle Asy-
lun for the Insane.

Mr. Angwin: There was no sach place
now.

Mr. HOLMAN: Well, then, the Clare-
mont Asylom. He sincerely hoped that
the Minister in charge would place the
papers on the table, and he would then
compare those papers with the informa-
tion that was in his possession and see if
there were any grounds for the complaint
which had been made. The letter which
had been written to him by the eonstable
made a strong appeal.

The Minister for Works: Where was
this officer?

Mr. HOLMAN: He was under observa-
tion at the hospital.

Mr. Taylor: I ean explain the matter,

Mr. HOLMAN: It was only on the
previous evening that he was speaking
with the wife of the officer and she stated
that there was nothing wrong with bhim.
The House should understand that he was
not going to express a definite opinion on
the question of the man’s sanity, but as
far as he could see by holding econversa-
tions with him and from the letter he had
received, and which any member of the
House could read, there was nothing
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which would lead one fo believe that the
person was not responsible for hiz ac-
tions. The strangest part of the whole
thing was that although he earried on his
work and no complaint was made, when
the papers were moved for, the action
was faken of arresting him on suspicion
of being of unszound mind. There was
something radically wrong either then or
at the present time. One thing he
strongly resented was the opening of the
letter Ihat had heen addressed to him
from the palient in the hospital. The
wife of the officer had stated that no one
wus allowed 1o see her husband. She bad
seen him and had stated that her husband
in her opinion was quite sane and quile
able to look afier himself, and ecould
speak to her as well as e had ever done
hefore.  The  question. therefore, was
one that shonld be tuken up al the earliest
mowent.

The PREMIER: There had not heen
an opportnnity of going into the ques-
tion, but hetore aceepting the motion of
the hon. member the opportunity should
he given to make further inquiries so that
a reply might be made to some of the
statements of the member for Murchison.
With that object in view the hon. member
might ngree to withdraw the motion or
agree to the adjowmnment of the debate.

Mr. TAYLOR. was sorry that he had
uok seen the motion on the Notiece Paper
earlier. As a member of the Hospital
Board he had heard of the case of this
constable from Busselton who eame o
Perth o few days ago. Disenssing the
position with the Resident Medical Offi-
cer of the Perth Hospital it was fonod
that the officer was under observation in
the detention ward of the institution and
that e had been placed there on the re-
commendation of three or four medica!
gentlemen who declared that because of
the state of his mind he was not safe io
be at large. Tt had also heen gathered
from the medical officers that the eon-
stable was quite sane on every point ex-
cept one, and that was that he was under
the belief that there was a econspiracv
against him to do him an injury.

Mr, Collier: He is no worse off than
many of us.
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Mr. Holman:
vrep up at all,

Mr. TAYLOR: That was the manner
in which all people suspected of being of
unsound mind were placed under observa-
tion., It was on the advice of medical
ren. Very few medical men cared about
signing a certificate in the direction of
declaring a man to be insane, beecanss
it carried with it a responsibility which
rendered him liable to the law if the in-
dividual concerned could prove ihat he
was not insane, It was perfectly right
and just that that should be the case, be-
canse the medical faeuliy should not be
able to commit a man to a home for the
ingane without incurring some responsi-
bility. Tn the present instance three or
four medical men had certified in that
direction.

Mr. Brown: And two juslices also.

Mr. TAYLOR : The officer had been for
some days under ohservation in the obser-
vation ward of the Perth Hospital. He
did not know what were the rules in re-
gard to correspondence, but one would
naturally expect that o person under ob-
servation would not be allowed to send
a séaled communication out, but that the
person in charge would see the corres-
pondence.

_ Mr. Holman: Why?

That question did not

Mr. TAYLOR : If a person was under

cohservation one would hardly think that
such a person was in a fit condition to
send out a communication as he liked.
What he had told the House could he
borpe out by the lile when produced,
and the member would be satisfied, he was
sure, when the file was produced.

The Minister for Works: It would be
better to see it in the office.

Mr. TAYLOR.: Just so; it would not
be fair to the man otherwise.

Mr. HOLMAN (in reply): If the file
could be seen at the earliest possible
moment—it was the police file he wanted,
he did not desire to interfere with the
medical men at all-—and if the Premier
would promise that be (Mr. Holman)
conld see the file, the motion could be ad-
Journcd unti! some future time.
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The Prewmier: The hon. member could
have an opportunity of perusing the file
fo-morrow,

Mr, HOEMAN asked leave to withdraw
the motion,

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

PAPERS—MINING REGISTRAR,
WILUNA.
Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison} moved-—
That all papers dealing with the re-
qitests for a Mining Registrar, and the
appointment of a« Deputy Mining Re-
gistrar and Clerk of Courls at Wilung
he placed upon the Table of the House.
Repeated requestx had heen made for
the necessary appointments af Wilana,
but unsnitable appointments were heing
made. A school teacher had been ap-
pointed fo this position. At Meekatharra
a police constable, who held half a dozen
other pusitions, had been appointed as
mining registrar. The officerr was a hard-
working man, and it was surprising the
amount of work he was able to get
throngh. 1t was an absolete absmrdity
to make such appointmenis as the Mini-
ster had done in outback places, Wiluna
was 120 miles distant from the nearest
mining offices, and one could not expect
a schoolteacher to carry out the duties.
In this case the schoolteacher did not
know anything about wining; he ecould
not grasp the position or do the necessary
work. 1In places were there were hun-
dreds, and perhaps thonsands, of people,
the necessary facilities should be granted.
If the Minister desired to see mining dis-
triets progress, he should give the neces-
sary facilities {0 open up the place. Men
came in from some little distance and
found they could not do their business.
The present cheese-paring policy was de-
triruental to the mining industry, and the
sooner the Minister recogmised that. fhe
heiter for the country.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory): There was no objection to
the papers being laid on the Table. He
recognised the necessity of trying to give
all the conveniences to people in the hack-
eonntry. bringing justice as close to them
as possible. The Government had tried
to do this in Wiluna, and had appointed
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a deputy registrar. Unfortunately in the
present state of the finances it was impos-
sible to appoint a man at £200 or £240
a year wherever necessary, but an endea-
vour was made to give people in these
distriets ail the facilities they could, and
the warden had been instructed wherever
possible to do that in all eases, instead of
compelling people to go to Lawlers.
Question put and passed.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By the Minister for Mines: Machinery
perwits granted under the Mines Regula-
tion Act.

PAPERS—RAILWAY DEPART-

MENT, MEDICAL EXAMINER.

On motion by Mr. Brown (Pecth),
ordered: “That all papers in connection
with the new appointment of wedical
examiner to the Railway Department be
laid upon the Table of the House.”

MOTION—APPOINTMENT OF Me. J.
G. HAY, TO INQUIRE.

Mr. BATH (Brown Hill) moved—
That a select committee be ap-
pointed to inguire into the grievances
of Mr. J. 6. Hay against the Govern-
ment Labour Bureau.
The grievance about which he proposed
to make a few remarks was one of old
standing, and one for which Mr. Hay
had up to the present fime failed to se-
cure adequate redress. It appeared that
Mr. Hay on the Gth April, 1905, was en-
gaged by Mr. Hiichins of the Govern-
ment Labour Bureaun at a salary of £110
per year to assist in the work of the Gov-
ernment Labour Burean, ai Perth. He
took the appointment at that time, Mr.
Hitchins telling him that Mr. Longmore,
who was then supreintendent of the Gov-
ernment Labour Bureau and who was
somewhere out of the State, on his re-
turn intended to resign his position so far
as the Government Labour Burean was
concerned, intending only to retain the
position of Superintendent of Public
Charities. Mr. Longmore would then re-
commend that Mr, Hitchins be appointed
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to his position, and that if this arrange--
ment came into effect, and Mr. Hay con-
tinued in a junior position until Mr.
Longmore's return, Mr. Hay would re-
ceive a1 permanent appointment.

The Premier: Who gave him this as-
surance?

Mr. BATH: Mr. Hitchins. This ar-
rangeinent was accepted by Mr. Hay, who
entered on his duties the same day as the
appointment was made. He had a con-
siderable amount of work to earry out.
He was entrusted with a good deal of the
routine of the department, he had to keep
the register of applications for employ-
ment, the statistics and compilation of
veturns, he had to compile the returns
from the wardens and eclerks of court,
from the agricultural societies and unions,
and other bodies sending in information,
and he had to frame the reports which
were issued at intervals, of each quarter,
half-year, and annually. This work was
carried out during the morning, and in
the afternoon Mr. Hay had to go to Fre-
mantle and take charge of the branch at
the port. He not only had to attend to
the work there, but had to net as office
cleancr of the Fremantle branch of the
Labour Bureau. He continued t{o do that
until the abolition of the Fremantle
branch. When Mr. Longmore returned
to Western Australia and Mr. Hay ap-
proached Mr, Hitchins and asked him for
the fulfilment of the promise made to him,
he was informed that for certain reasons
Mr. Longmore deemed it inadvisable to
relinguish his position as Superintendent
of the Labour Bureau. To some extent
his promise to Mr. Hitehins was carried
ouf inasmueh as Mr. Hitchins was styled
officer-in-charge of the Government La-
bour Bureau. Mr. Hay, in view of this
fact, asked that the arrangement under
whieh he took up the duties in the oflice
should be earried out, and that he shounld
receive a salary commensurate with the
duties he was called upon to perform.
When he made this request he was in-
tormed that nothing eould he done until
the Public Service Commissioner had
cazetted, the regulations. These were
wazetted on the 25th Awgust, 1905, and
Mr, Jull in the conrse of his duties in
investigating the Government depart-
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ments visited the Government Labour Bu-
reau and make inquirics; bui le was
given no information as to the existence
of Mr, Hay as an officer in thai depart-
ment.

Mr. Angwin: Was he engaged there nt
that time?

Mr. BATH: Yes, he was in ihe depari-
ment; he was not present in the Perth
olfice, but at the Fremantle branch.
When he asked why he had been ovor-
looked he was informed it was an over-
sight, but that Mr. Jull would be in-
formed of tlie fact. The Public Service
Commissioner paid a second visit to the
Buréan, and again no information was
given him as to Mr. Hay’s engagement
or position. On that officer again ask-
ing why that was so, the same excuse as
previously was proffered. Mr. Hay ob-
tained ihe permission of the superin-
tendent of the burean to write to the
Public Service Commissioner. He laid his
request before Mr. Jull, who informed
him that under the regulations govern-
ing temporary employment, instead of
receiving £100 a year, he should have re-
ceived, from the time of his appoint-
ment, 10s, a dav. On the adviee of My.
Jull he put in his application for that
payment as from the date of his engage-
ment. No reply was given to this, but
he ascertnined that the Public Service
Commissioner had received his letter,
and had made a reecominendation to the
officer in charge of the burean. On in-
quiry from the officers of the depart-
ment as to what was being done he was
told that Mr. Jull would bhave an inter-
view with Dr. Hicks, the then Colonial
Secretary, who conirolled the Burean.
He found, however, that no inferview
sueh as had heen promised ever toci
place. Notification that officers would
forfeit their accumulated leave of ab-
sence unless they took it, induced Mr.
Hay to apply for a month’s leave which
bad acerued to him during his two years

of service. Failing to obtain any ad-
justment of his grievance Mr. Hay
brought the matter wunder his (Mr.

Bath'’s) notice, and a2 question was asked
in the Honse? The present Minister for
Works, who was then the Treasurer,
said that the Publiec Service Commis-
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permanent on¢e with a salary ecommene-
ing at £120 a year and rising to £150;
also that applications would be called
for the pusition on those terms, and that
the present applieant would be given an
opportunity e apply for (he position.
At the time the Minister gave that reply
to the House the applications for the
posilion had elosed, and uwo notifieation
had been given to Mr, Hay that he would
be given an opportunily to apply for the
position ns a perisanent officer,  The
notificalion eerfainly was puablished in
the Government Gazelle. _

The Minister for Works: Did not M.
Hay bave an opportunity to apply for
the posilion?

Mr. BATH: No, because he had no
1dea that applieations for it were being
called. Oce would have thought that
those in charge of the bureau would
have had the courtesy to inform Mr.
Hay that applicalions were being called,
and that any applieation from him would
be considered, but the first he knew of
it was when it was too late to apply.
During his term of office the officer had
not only earried out his ordinary duties
in the dJday time, but he was requested
repeatedly 1o work overtime at night.
Subsequently he received a notifieation
thut he would be paid 1s. 6d. an houwr
for that overtimne, but although the pro-
mise was made, it was never fulfilled.
A uotification was sent to him by Mr.
Hitchins that he was still to regard him-
self as a temporary oflicer, notwith-
standing the regnlations under the Pub-
lic Serviee Act, which sel oui that he
had every right to be considered a per-
manent officer. Mr. Jull had elassitird
the position at a ceriain salary and ue
notification had been given to Mr. Hay
that his services were dispensed with, so
that under the Aet he should have becn
entitled to be looked npon as a perman-
ent officer of the department. Subss-
quently, Mr. Hitchins began to treat Mr.
Hay in a very cavalier fashion, and ulti-
mately, the officer, fearing that his ser-
vices would be dispensed with, resigned.
The resignation did not affect his claim
for the payment, whiech on the authority
of the Public Service Commissioner was
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due to him. It also had vo effect npon
his claim for overtime at the rates he was
promised. A select committee should be
appointed Lo inguire into the matter and
if an njustice had been done, if Mr. Hay
had been deprived of what was dume to
him the good sense of members would
surely lead them fo insist that justice
should be done and that the promises of
the officers of the department, und the
statement of the Publie Service Commis-
sioner should be carried out, and Mr. Hay
he paid the amounts due to hl.m

On motion by the Premier, debate ad-
journed.

RETURN — MINERS INSTITUTE
CUE, SUBSIDY.
Mr. HEITMANN (Cue) moved—
That there be laid upon the Table
the House a relurn showing—1, The
total amount paid in grants to the Cue
Miners’ Institute. 2, The total amount
paid in subsidy,
The object of ihe motion was to draw the
attention of the Government and the
country to the system adopted by the
Government of granting subsidies to
miners’ institutes.
The Minister for Works:
to abolish the subsidies.
Mr., HEITMANN: There shonld be a
better method of distribution. He had
no desire to take away the assistance due
to these institutions, but the money of the
people should bhe safegnarded. Some
eighteen months ago when the Premier
and the then Minister for Works were in
Cue, Mr. Price was cornered by the com-
witlee of the institute and was asked for
agsistance towards the earrying out of
improvemenis to the hunilding. The insti-
tution had already been supported by
the Government to the extent of £8600.
Mr. Price explained to the chairman of
the eommittee {bat if the institution raised
£100 the Government would give 4 sob-
sidy of £125. The method adopted by
the institation of nobtaining a special
grant was not altogether what it should
have been. He helieved that a few weeks
ago there was a hank certificate sent out
from Cue stating that a little over £100
ltad been paid to the bank to the credit of

Do you wani
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the instituiion. By the balance sheet of -
the institution it was clear that the total
receipts for last year were something like
£270.  They included £75 subsidy from
the Government, the sum of £125 made as
& special grant for repairs to the building,
£30 collected as vent for a block of land
owned hy the institute, and £18 which
had bheen collected towards the £100 neces-
sary to abtain the Government subsidy,
the Lalance in the amount being made up
of subseriptions of members of the insti-
tution and the letting of the hall. It was
therefure impossible for the institute to
have collected the £100 they were foreed
to find, and on which the Government
paid them £125. e had heen led to be-
leve that a sum of money had been
placed to the credit of the institution in
the hank, and at the moment the grant
was made by the Govermuent that sam
was paid baek to those who bhad put it
in.  Rither that or the institute had
waited until they received the subsidy of
£75 from the Government, and hod placed
it in the bark and had then received on
thal sum and the few pounds which they
had found in order to make up the £100,
the sum of £125 fromn the Government.
The position was a very serious one. In
his opinion someone should be put into
vaol over this deal, if what he had stated
was true. The attention of the Govern-
ment should be drawn to the fact that the
system at present in vogue of paying
snhsidies left practieally no security to the
Government. This institution during the
last three years had never had more {than
fifty financial members on its hooks.

The Minister for Waorks: We had =
sworn deelaration.

Mr. HEITMANN : That was why some-
one shonld be in Fremantle over the busi-
ness, It was found that the sworn de-
claration was that there were 105 members
on the books and that entitled them fo a
£75 subsidy. Ie was drawing atfention
to these matters so as {o expose the me-
thods of some of the institutions and in
the hope of hringing ahout the adoption
of some other system of payment of
subsidies. ~ While certain committees
could get spectal grants and inflated sub-
sidies, in some parts of his distriet
it was mpossible fo get anything like a
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fair amount. It was his sincere hope that
the Government would go thoroughly into
the matter. On the file there was a state-
ment that £100 bad been eollected, yet
-the balance sheet showed that the whole
of the receipts were about £260.

The Minister for Works: Would that
-be shown as a bnilding fund or something
of Lhat sort?

Mr. HEITMANN: No, it was shown
as an item on the balance sheet; as a eol-
leetion towards the building fund. e
remembered receiving a request from the
commitlee asking for a donation for that
purpose. The sirictest inquiry should be
held into {he whole thing. He was sorry
w have to say it, but if it had not been
for hiin (Mr. Heitmann), at that parti-
cular time the Minister for Works would
have been prepared to grant almost any-
ihing to particular individuals in that
distriet. This institution, too, was like
many more. It had had ample assistance
from the Government, When the return
was placed before the House it would he
seen that the institution had been assisted
to the extent of £700 in grants and sub-
sidies,

The Honorary Minister: What do vou
suggest with regard to this £1259

Mr. HEITMAXNYN: I suggest it is no-
thing more than a political dodge.

The Honorary Minister: You should he
ashamed of yourself.

Mr. HEITMANN: WNo. 1f he had
introduced some of the deputations
which waited on the hon. gentleman

they would have got very little con-
stderation. At that particular time he
passed a number of deputations on to his
apponents hecause he knew they would get
a better deal than he could himself. The
institution in Cue had heen in existence
for nine or ten years, and had received a
urant in one vear which amounted to as
much as £200, a grant ihat they had no
right te get. That, however, was beside
the question. All he asked for was a
siriet  inquiry into the affairs of
the tnstitution when it would be found
that what he had stated was eorreet. The
committee of the institute bad recently
diseovered that the seeretary bhad been
wtealing the money of the institution, and
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this had been proved to have been going
on for iwo or three years.

"The Minister for Works : Why did they
not deal with him *

Mr. HEIFTMANXN : Because some of
those on the committee were derelicts
and were afraid of the ultimate result ;
they did not want any inquiry. [t had
been proved by a special cotnmittee
appointed to inguire into the matter that
the regulations had not been carried out,
and as a matter of fact the institution
had been something like a derelicts’ club
for the past three of fowr years.

The PREMIER {Hon. N. J. Moore):
There was no objection to the return asked
for being prepared and laid on the table.
Hoe had intended saving that the thanks of
the (iovernment were due to the hon. mem-
ber for bringing the matter under notice, if
there was a system of misrepresenting the
Government, but the hon. member did not
advance his cause by imputing or prac-
tically insinvating that the Cue library
was given these grants in order that
political candidates might e assisted. A
statement like that often destroyed an
argument used by an hon. member. Tt
was sufficient to emphasise a ease without
imputing motives to other people. The
hon. member was aware of the conditions
under which grants were made. They
were made on & statutory declaration
being presented that certain collections
had been made, and then the Covernment
subuidy was paid. It was 30s. in the
pound up to £10, and then pound for
pound between £100 and £200. That
had been the custom, and it had not been
restricted to the particular district repre-
sented by the hon. member. The Minister
for Works proposed to grant this subsidy
under the new regulations only to new
buidings that were being erected. Tf the
hon. member's remarks were correct
these people had obtained a subsidy from
the Government under false pretences
and the £75 granted by the Government
towards the upkeep of the library was
shown in the statement as an amount’
collected and it was on that they drew
their subsidy.

Mr. Heitmann: T do not know what
became of the £75.
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The PREMIER: Was not that the
whole point, that they utilised this grant
paid to them by the Qovernment, as a
collection, and on that amount received
from the Government, they again claimed
a subsidy of pound for pound towards the
building fund ¢

Mr. Heitmann did not say they did
that. They had the banker’s certificate
but he had been told that some of the
committee paid money into the bank,
and as soon as the grant was forwarded
to the bank they received it and paid it
back. He had heen told since that the
£75 obtained as a subsidy was used in this
way.

The PREMIER : That wns practically
the same thing. Tt meant that the indi-
vidual who made the statutory declaration
had ecommitted perjurv and fraud. The
return would be prepared and any in-
formation that could be given to the
House in connection with the matter
would be given when the papers were laid
on the tahle.

The HONORARY MINTSTER (Hon.J.
Price) : The hon. member’s charge against
the committee of the library was that they
deliberately and wilfully misled the Minister
and that the Minister on their represen-
tations and accepting these represen-
tations in good faith paid the ordinary
subsidv. That absolutely destroved the
hon. member's charge against the Minister
that this payment was made for political
purposes.

Mr. Heitmann: [ did not say it was made
for political purposes.

The HONORARY MINISTER : 1 am
giad the hon. member has withdrawn the
denial.

Mr, Heitmann : 1 have not withdrawn
it. I did not make it.

The HONORARY MTINISTER : Hon.
members would put that interpretation
‘on the words he used.

Mr, Heitmann : I said ** promised.”

The HONORARY MINISTER : Tt was
a distinction absolutely without a differ-
ence. The hon. member admitted mis-
representation on the part of the local
people. and at the same time seized an
opportunity like the present when he had
discovered a wrong. of throwing mud
absolutely without any justification.
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Mr Heitinann . T did not uccose the |
the Minister who paid the money of any
thing.

The Premier : Who paid the money ?

Mr. HEITMANN (inreply}: The Public
Works department paid the money on
the certificate of the bank. He was sorry
if he had hurt the feelings of the honor-
ary Minister. Time after time in Cue,
and the people of Cue themselves knew
this to be true, if they wanted anything
from the Government they had to' go
to his (Mr, Heitmann's) political op-
ponents who could get anything they
wanted. What conclusion then could
anyone arrive at? At the time the
Minister for Works was there, depu-
tations were passed on to opponents
because they had a better chance.

The Honorary Minister : You passed
them on because the Premier and T
were taking deputations concurrently.

Mr. HEITMANN : That is your
opinion.

The Honorary Minister: 1t is o fact.

Mr. HEITMANN : It is nothing of
the kind ; but it does not matter.

The Honorary Minister: You
getting excited now,

Mr. HEITMANN: T am not. but
T know what has taken place in Cue.

The Premier: Do you not know
that the Ministers were there at the
invitation of the member for Murchison
(Mr. Holman) to go to Meekatharra.

Mr. HETTMANN : I am not accusing
the member of making any promises at
all.

Mr. Collier: They nearly killed the
Premier at Day Dawn.

Mr. HEITMANN : Being aware of the
position of affairs in Cue he was not
prepared to alter his opinion. What he
asked for was that the strictest inquiry
should be held into this matter.

Mr. George: You are asking for a
return and not an inquiry.

Mr. HEITMANN: Tf the member
for Murray (Mr. George) would not
ohject wvery strongly he would like to
have an inquiry. When that gentle-
man was Commissioner of Railways,
he had occasion to write to him and was
practically told that he was writing
something which was untrue.

are



[22 SeprEMBER, 1909.]

The Premier: Is this an interjection
or are you replying ?

Mr. George: May I

Mr. Bath: Can the hon. member
speak now that the motion las been
replied to ?

The SPEAKER : The hon. member
for Murray cannot address the House.

Mr. Ceorge: I bow to your ruling
Mr. Spesker, but I am awfully sorry.

Motion put and passed.

MOTTON—PAYMENT OF MEM.
BERS, TO ABOLISH.
Mr. BROWN (Perth) moved—

That in the opinion of this House,
niing lo the present financial condition
of the State as recently shown by the
necessity for the reduction in numbers of
the civil service. it 7s desirable that a
referendum of the electors be taken on the
question of amending the Constitution
by providing for the abolition of pay-
ment of members.

He said : I have much pleasure in moving
this motion. Tt would have been in the
power of the House iteslf to effect this
proposed amendment, and T believe there
is an hon. memher on this side who will
move an amendment to the motion, to
the effect that the House itseli shall
decide on the question of aholition of
payment of members. But we heard the
other day in reference to the proposed
abolition of the Upper House that such
-questions should be referred to the people.
Just the same I believe in members
taking the sole responsibility. We know
that in all walks of life, particularly in
municipal councils, men cheerfully take
on certain duties which entail the giving
up of almost as much time as is demanded
from members of Parliament, and I thinlk
that with retrenchment the order of the
day, hon. members should be asked to
come here and work for the honour and
glory of it. I amn quite sure if the reso-
Intion be carried. we will get much the
same representation as we have to-day.
The Labour party may go into the argu-
ment that they will not be able to come
here without payment of members, but T
know that in England, where we have the
experience of Mr. Broadhurst to guide
ug———
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Mr. Angwin: U not bother about
us ; there are as many on your side of
the House in want of the money.

Mr. BROWN : Tt is a very appro-
priate interjection ; no one requires the
payment more then I do myself. There
will be no fear that if a member of
Parlisment be worth his money his
constituents, at all events amongst the
Labour party, will be prepared to support
him.

Member : What about your side ?

Mr. BROWN : I say that on our side
of the House very few members will
get a bean under those rconditions.
Some hon. members here to-night view
this motion with derision, but they
must remember that the Labour party
has been ably represented in the British
Parliament for many years past, and
their representatives have been kept
there becanse they are good and capable
men. If T spoke for.s week it would
not alter the result; becavss hon.
members have their minds already made
up one way or another, and T am not
going to labour this motion. My friend
the hon. member for West Perth, will
move that the matter be left, not teo
the people but to the House itseli to

decide. [ have pleasure in moving the
motion.

Mr MALE (Kimberley): I second the
motion.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore) :
I move—

That the debate be adjourned.
Motion negatived.

Mr. DRAPER (West Perth) moved an
amendment—
That in line § the words ‘* referen-
dum of the eleclors be laken on the
qucstion of amending the Constitution
by providing for the abolition of payment
of members,” be struck out and ' that
i i3 desirable that payment of members
be abolished,” be inserted in lHeuw.
He said : That is o direct issue and one
which the House is quite capable of
deciding without any referendum.

Mr. HAYWARD (Wellington): [
second the amendment.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
J. L. Nanson ): An amendment of this
character, if it is to be taken seriously,
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more detailed treatment
than it has received from the hon.
member for West Perth.

Mr. Holman : It is all he is capable of.

The ATTORNEY CGENERAL: An
observation of that kind s not
justified in regard to that learned
and hon. member. Tt may seem
an amusing matter to hon. members
on private members’ day, when we
discuss, not always to the hest ad-
vantage. & large variety of subjects.
and when hon. members bring forward
motions of a far-reaching character and
suggest that they should be carried in
this House. We are, however. not
merely a Legislative Assembly : we
are also a deliberative Assembly. and
we desire to win, if we have not already
got it—perhaps 1 had better say to
retain—the respect of the electors and
the public of Western Australia And
although 1 do not question in the slightest,
degree the right of the hon. member for
West Perth or of the hon. member for
Perth in bringing forward motions of
this description, yet when we consider
what is their aim ; that they are in-
tending to reverse a policy that is adopted
in every State of the Commonwealth,
that is adopted in the Commonwealth
itsell : T think those hon. members
both for the sake of their own political
reputations, wlhich are high. and for
the sake of the reputation of this House,
should advance some political reasons,
some more cogent arguments than they
have yet advanced for a change of
this most sweeping description.

Mr. Brown : We are not somersasulters
like you.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: An
interjection of that nature from the hon.
member for Perth is an interjection of a
most ungenerous character. I am not
greatly grieved at interjections of that
kind. however, because they rebound on
those who use them. If one looks back
into the political carcer of any man in any
country who has made & name in the
political world we find that charge of in-
consistency is always levelled against him.
We live in a world of changing conditions
and is it for one moment, to be asserted
that a politician alone is Lo he the one

merits  some
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man who is never to be allowed to change
his opinions, or to be influenced by the
changing conditions of this changing
soeiety in which we live. A contention
of that kind has only to be put forward
by the hon. member in the form of the
interjection he used in order to show the
absurdity of it. There is no man in the
private relations of life. there is no man
in the business relations of life, who is not
entitled to change his opinion, and who,
under many circumstances, would be
regarded as a person lacking in common
sense if he did not change his opinion ;
and when hon. member: take the oppor-
tunity of throwing it ont as a taunt at one
another that o member of the House has
changed his opinions, they are not doing
anything that will harm that hon.
member. Mo return, however, to the
very immediate subject, the motion,
or rather the amendment, we have.
as | have pointed out, one settled
policy in Australin of payment of
members. [ suppose the recotlection of
several members in the Chamber will go
back to the day when in Western Aus-
tralia the principle of payment of mem-
bers had not been adopted ; and though
at that time we had a Chamber filled with
men, many of them of great ability, a
Chamber possessing debaters to whose
speeches thase of us who can remember
that time can look back with pleasure,
vet T think it can scarcely be seriously
advanced that, despite the ability in the
House at that time, the House of that day
represented the people of Western Aus-
tralia, to the same extent as the House of
to-day does represent them. And when
we ¢ome to think of it, the reason why the
House to-day, without drawing any com-
parisons as to whether its ability is
superior or inferior to that of an earlier
day. better represents the opinion. aspir-
ation and ideals of the people is the fact
that the people have a much wider area
of selection than it is possible to have
where we have no payment of members.
Where would that party be that sits
opposite but for the fact that we have
payment of members ¥ And although 1
do not for a moment hold with many of
the tenets and principles of that party,
the mere fact of those members sitting
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in the House to-day showa that they
represent and render articulate as-
pirations and opinions of a large
number of the people of the State;
and whatever side of the Chamber
we belong to, we cannot but regard
it as a good thing that, where there
are certain political opinions held, those
political opinions should obtain the fullest
representation in this Chamber. That
could hardly be possible in a country like
Western Australia, or, indeed, in any
State of Australia, if we did not have this
principle of payment of members. Tt is
too Iate in the day to attempt to put back
the clock in this fashion. Australia is,
T firmly believe, permanently committed,
or st any rate committed so far as our
time is concerned, to the principle of pay-
ment of members. | The area of selection
would be altogether too narrow if we
had to depend upon the few people who
could have sufficient leisure at their dis-
possl to devote the time required from
Australian public opinion in the work of
politics without payment or reward of
some sort. In the days when we had no
payment of members in Western Aus-
tralia political life was not s¢ strenuous
ag it is to-day, not so much was expected
of members representing constituencies,
‘There is one great advantage that aprings
from the small payment that members
receive. It seems to give the constitu-
encies & special claim upon the services
of thase who represent them. 1T doubt if
there ever was a time in the history of
Western Australia when the constituencies
were better served by their members than
they are to-day. A very current im-
pression no doubt outside political circles
is that hon. members’ work is done merely
in this Chamber, or within the precincts
of the House : but there is not a single
member who is not well aware that per-
haps an even larger amount of work is done
outside the Chamber, and is done without
advertisement in attending to the many
wents of the constituencies, and in acting
as & special representative of the con-
stituencies, or rather as a link, I should
say, between the constituency and the
central Government. I do not think if
the motion goes to a division this evening
we need expect any large number of mem-
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bers even on this side of the House to vote
for it ; for this reason, if for no other, that
before we advocate a change of 50 sweeping
& character we should require arguments
and reasons more cogent than have yet
been advanced ; we should require fuller
time for consideration, so that if finally we
do decide on a subject of this kind, it may
be said that we have acted after the fullest
consideration and not without a sense of
the responsibility that attends upon a
motion of the House.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) : I
intend to support the motion. 1 have
listened to the Attorney Geiieral, and
1 think he has proved -conclusively
that a great politician must change his
opinions pretty often. If that be the
standard of a great politician then
we have one—of considerable dimensions.
I wish to say that I resent the Attorney
General or anybody on the Government
side of the House pleading for me. 1
am prepared to plead for myself. I am
not here as a subject for charity. I
am going to support the motion and
put it to the people to see what they
say about it ; and if the people are of
the opinion that I am not worth what
they pay me, then I can go back to my
mine and earn more than I get here.
I am not under any compliment to any
member on the Government side of the
House or to any person in Western
Australia, and I certainly resent the
patronage bestowed on this side of the
House. the special pleading for this
side put up by the member for Perth
and by the Attorney General. ILet
them plead for themselves. Let those
who are hard up on the Government side
plead for themselves. and let us plead
for ourselves. When it comes to our
salary we are prepared to talk about it
for ourselves. Now put the motion. -

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory): I do not think there was
any desire on the part of the Attorney
General to do any special pleading for
any section of the House. I am alio-
gether opposed to the motion and to the
amendment moved by the member
for West Perth. T say that every man
who comes here is entitled to some
remuneration for the time he gives to
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the service of the public. I have always
held that opinion, and I have never

known any just, good, or solid reason-

why that remuneration should be ab-
olished. 1 regret T was not present
when the member for Perth made his
speech s0 as to know the reason that
induced him to think that a referendum
should be taken on this question.

Mr. Brown: I was not aware that the
House could decide it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : When
we look at the Constitution of the various
States of the Commonwealth, without
going outside Australia, I think we will
admit it has become a recognised policy
in Australia that members elected by
constitutents to attend to their re-
quiremnents, and to legislate for them,
should receive some remuneration. As
the Attorney General pointed out, we
might as well absolutely alter our Elec-
toral Act, because it would be futile
to give adult suffrage and tell the people
they can vote for any person they choose
if the person they choose is not in &
Gnancial position to enable him to act
for them. That has been fully recognised
in Australia, and I can see no reason
why there should be a departure from the
system. To have a rcferendum on the
matter would be absurd, because there
has heen no great request from the
people of Western Australia so far as
I know that there shall he any change.

Mr. Bath : Then why object to put it
to the people ? They find the rmoney.
There would be less quibbling.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
people have not objected, and unless there
iy some solid reason given in the House
why we should not have payment of
members. why should we ask the people
to decide on a matter on which we are
all satisfied ?

Mr. Bolton: We are not al satisfied ;
the payment is not sufficient.

The MINISTER FOR MINIES: That
is a subject for another motion altogether.
The question before the House is that
we should have a referendum as to
whether payment of members should
continue, and the opinion of the repre-
sentatives of the people is that payment
of members should continuc. At least

[ASSEMBLY.]

I think that i the opinion of members
here. I think the amendment will have
little support. I see no reason why
we cghould have & referendun on a
question on which the majority of the
memabers of the House are agreed.
Therefore, I feel that both the motion
and the amendment should be negatived.
Mr. JACOBY: I move—
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and a division taken
with the following result :— ’
Ayes 18
Noes 16
Majority for 2
AVES.
Mr, Brown Mr. Layman
Mr. Cowcher Mr. Male
Mr. Daglish Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Davies Mr. N. J. Moore
Mr. Draper Alr. Nanson
Mr, George Mr. Price
Mr. Gregory Mr. F. Wilgon
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Gordon
Mr. Hayward (Peller).
Mr. Jacoby
Norg.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Swan
Mr. Bath Mr. Taylor
Mr. Dolton Mr. Underwood
Mr. Collier Mr. Walker
Mr. 0111 Mr., Ware
Mr. Uourley Mr. A. A, Wilson
Mr. Holman Mr. Heltmonn
Mr. Hudson (Teller).
Mr. O'Loghlen
Motion thus passed ; the debate od-

journed.

BILL—FISHERIES ACT AMEND-
MENT.
Received from the Legislative Council
and read a first time,

" House adjourned at 10 34 p.am.



